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PaJeS (formerly the JCP) provides services, support and 
strategy to Jewish schools across the whole UK 
community. PaJeS develops and supports the delivery 
of curriculum in schools especially in the area of Jewish 
Studies and Ivrit.  

PaJeS: 

 Has developed curricula and resources for Jewish Studies and Ivrit
for primary and secondary schools

 Offers high quality professional development for teachers including
regular training and one-to-one support

 Provides opportunities for teachers to network and share best practice

 Delivers in-school support and coaching to teachers

To find out more about PaJeS visit our website at www.pajes.org.uk 

Contact PaJeS at: office@pajes.org.uk 

The PaJeS (JCP) Chumash curriculum was originally written by Eli Kohn, Gabi 
Goldstein and Sorrel Fisher 
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How to Use this Pack 

All of these materials are available electronically in an adaptable format on the PaJeS MLE. 
Please contact office@pajes.org.uk for information on how to log in to our MLE site. 

The Unit 12 Booklet 
contains Teachers’ 
Guidelines, Levels of 
Attainment, Learning 
Outcomes, Lesson Plans, 
Resources and 
Assessments for Unit 12. 

Linear פְּסוּקִים 
(with or 
without 
English) are to 
be used 
selectively for 
differentiation. 

Classroom 
Resources 
support 
various 
classroom 
activities. 

Keywords of the unit are 
formatted to be used as 
flashcards.  

Large פְּסוּקִים provide an easy 
format for pupils to work with 
a פָּסוּק in a ‘hands on’ way. 
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Aim and Focus of Unit 12
Unit 12 focuses on the developing relationship between יוֹסֵף and his brothers, 
from their initial meeting in מִצְרָיִם until the climax of יוֹסֵף revealing his true 
identity to them. This continues and completes the narrative of Unit 11, which 
focused on the relationship between the brothers while living together at their 
father’s house. 

The major theme explored in the unit is the concept of 'ה' :הַשְׁגָחַת ה is behind 
everything that happens in this world. The unit traces the actions and feelings 
of the brothers, including the echoes of past events that are recalled and the 
steps leading to יוֹסֵף revealing his true identity.   

After reintroducing himself to his brothers, יוֹסֵף explains that all that has 
happened was the will of 'ה. The verb שלח in its various forms is a focal word in 
the unit, appearing three times in the text. יוֹסֵף emphasises that it was not the 
brothers (לאֹ־אַתֶּם שְׁלַחְתֶּם) but 'ה Who sent him (קִיםÏֱי אªִַשְׁלָח) ('מ''ה:ה', ח). יוֹסֵף 
understands that he had a special שְׁלִיחוּת, or role to play in history to save his 
family from famine. His perspective on events, and display of genuine emotion 
towards them, helps free the brothers from their guilt over having sold him. 
The unit concludes with the brothers being finally reconciled – in a scene laden 
with emotion and significance ( ט''ו-מ''ה: י''ד ). 

As this unit deals with six long narrative פְּרָקִים, many פְּסוּקִים are summarised in 
English in order to contextualise the פְּסוּקִים that are focused on in depth. 

 in Hebrew פְּסוּקִים Summarised פְּסוּקִים

 בְּרֵאשִׁית פְּרָקִים ל''ט, מ', מ''א

 בְּרֵאשִׁית פֶּרֶק מ''ב

ו'-ב', ד'-בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ב: א' ט'-בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ב: ג', ז'   

כ'-בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ב: י' כ''ב-בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ב: כ''א   

כ''ח-בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ב: כ''ג  

 פְּרָקִים מ''ג, מ''ד

פֶּרֶק מ''הבְּרֵאשִׁית   

י''ג-בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ה: י' ט'-בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ה: א'   

 (בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ה: ג' on רש''י)

ט''ז-בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ה: י''ד  

(בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ה: ט''ו on רש''י)
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Brief Outline of Unit 12 
Lesson 1: The Ups and Downs of יוֹסֵף’s Life 
ו'-ב', ד'-בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ב: א' and בְּרֵאשִׁית פְּרָקִים ל''ט, מ', מ''א  summarised; 

ט'-בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ב: ג', ז'  in Hebrew 
How did יוֹסֵף end up in מִצְרָיִם?  
Which events were highs and which were lows?  
How does יוֹסֵף react to seeing his brothers again? 

Lesson 2: The Brothers Remember their Past Actions 
כ'-בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ב: י'  summarised; כ''ב-בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ב: כ''א  in Hebrew 

Why does יוֹסֵף accuse his brothers of being spies?  
How do the brothers try to make sense of the way they are treated? 

Lesson 3: יוֹסֵף Makes Himself Known
ח''כ-ג''כ: ב''בְּרֵאשִׁית מ 'ג -בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ה: א' ;summarised פְּרָקִים מ''ג, מ''ד ;  in Hebrew 

 (רש''י מ''ה: ג')
Why does יוֹסֵף want the Egyptians out of the room when he reveals his identity? 
How do the brothers react at first?  

Lesson 4: יוֹסֵף Interprets What Has Happened 
'ו -בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ה: ד'  in Hebrew 

How does יוֹסֵף explain his role in מִצְרָיִם and his perspective on events to his brothers? 

Lesson 5: Do the Brothers Understand? 
ט'-ז'בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ה:   in Hebrew 

How does יוֹסֵף want the brothers to interpret events? 
How might the brothers be feeling at this point?  

Lesson 6: The Brothers Reconcile 
י''ג-בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ה: י'  summarised; ט''ז-בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ה: י''ד  in Hebrew (רש''י מ''ה: ט''ו)

Are the brothers able to forgive themselves? 
What are the next steps?  

Lesson 7: Revision and Assessment 
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Keywords and Phrases of Unit 12 
The table below features the keywords to be studied and practised in Unit 12. 

Each word in the list is accompanied by its ׁשֹׁרֶש (word family). Pupils need to know 
both the word as it appears in the text and its particular word family. Pupils are 
only responsible for knowing those words listed in the table below.  

We have added vowels to all non-verb word families to make them easier for 
pupils to pronounce. Verb שָׁרָשִׁים are given in their ׁשֹׁרֶש letters and can be 
pronounced by pupils using the Hebrew letter names. 

recognise כרª ּוַיַּכִּרֵם, וַיַּכֵּר, הִכִּרֻהו 

remember וַיִּזְכֹּר זכר 

answer הªוֹת וַיַּעַן,  עªֲלַע  

stand עָמַד, תַּעֲמֹד עמד 

sad תֵּעָצְבוּ עצב 

upset/trouble יִחַר  חרה

life/sustenance חָי, לְמִחְיָה חַיָה

alive וּלְהַחֲיוֹת חיה 

fall פלª וַיִּפֹּל

neck צַוְּארֵי, צַוָּארָיו צַוְאָר 

kiss שקª שֵּׁקªְַוַי

Words that were studied in Units 1–11 
Words that were studied in Unit 1 Words that were studied in Unit 2
say וַיּאֹמֶר אמר no, not ֹלאֹ, וְלאֹ, הֲלאֹ לא 

to אֶל אֶל  them אֹתָם אֹתָם 

go הלכ Íֶוַיֵל ,ÍֶלÍֹלָלֶכֶת, הָלו ,  live, sit לָשֶבֶת ישב 

Land הָאָרֶץ, אַרְצָה, בָּאָרֶץ  אֶרֶץ ,Îְמֵאַרְצ shepherd רוֹעֶה Îרֹעֵי, רֹעֶי 

house וּמִבֵּית  בַּיִת between ך בֵּיןªֶי, וּבֵיªִבֵּין, וּבֵין, בֵּי 

father אָב  Îאָבִי man ׁשִׁים, אִיש אִישªֲָא

great גָּדוֹל  גָּדוֹל brother אַחִים, אָחִיו אַח 

make great וַאֲגַדְּלָה  גדל we ּוªְחªֲָוּ אªְחªֲָא 

blessing בְּרָכָה  בְּרָכָה all כָּלכָל,  כָּל

bless בְרְכוּ  ברכªְִו ,Îוַאֲבָרְכָה, מְבָרֲכֶי ,Îְוַאֲבָרֶכ before יªְֵי לִפªְֵלִפ ,Îיªֶָלְפ 

seed/child זֶרַע Îֲלְזַרַע  

this הַזּאֹת זֶה , זאֹת 
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Words that were studied in Unit 3 Words that were studied in Unit 4
entrance פֶּתַח, מִפֶּתַח פֶּתַח as כַּאֲשֶׁר, אֲשֶׁר אֲשֶׁר  

tent הָאֹהֶל, הָאֹהֱלָה אֹהֶל make וַיַּעַשׂ, עָשָׂה עשה  

see וַיַּרְא ראה speak דִּבֵּר דבר 

eye יו עַיִןªָעֵי give birth וַתֵּלֶד, הַנּוֹלַד, יָלְדָה  ילד 

run צרו  הַיֶּלֶד יֶלֶד boy וַיָּרָץ, רָץ  

please אªָ אªָ son י בֵּןªְִּהּ, בªְָּוֹ, בªְּבֶּן, ב 

a little מְעַט מְעַט call וַיִּקְרָא , יִקָּרֵא קרא 

water מַיִם מַיִם name שֶׁם שֵׁם 

tree הָעֵץ  עֵץ command צִוָּה צוה 

hurry וַיְמַהֵר, מַהֲרִי מהר hear/listen הַשֹּׁמֵעַ, שְׁמַע שמע 

laugh וַתִּצְחַק  , מְצַחֵק,יִצֲחַק ,יִצְחָק צָחֲקָה, צחק  

laughter צְחֹק צְחֹק 

Words that were studied in Unit 5 Words that were studied in Unit 6 
take וַיִּקַּח  לקח these וְאֵלֶּה אֵלֶּה

servant הָעֶבֶד עֶבֶד , Îְּלְעַבְד  was וַיְהִי היה

camel הַגְּמַלִּים , גְּמַלָּיו גָמָל , מִגְּמַלֵּי, גְמַלִּים 
Îגְּמַלֶּי ,Îלִגְמַלֶּי,

years old הªָָׁה-בֶּן בֶּן שªָָׁה-בֶּן, אַרְבָּעִים שªָָׁשִׁשִּׁים ש

hand בְּיָדוֹ, יָדָהּ, יַד, יָדֶיהָ  יד sister אֲחוֹת אֲחוֹת 

master יו אָדוֹן אָדוֹןªָֹי, אֲדªִֹאֲד,  wife אִשְׁתּוֹ, לְאִשָּׁה אִשָּׁה

hand יָדֶיהָ , יַד יָד ,יָדָהּ, בְּיָדוֹ   nation גֹייִם גוֹי 

get up וַיָּקָם קומ people לְאֻמִּים לְאֹם 

kindness חֶסֶד חֶסֶד young צָעִיר צָעִיר 

jug כַּד Íֵּכַּדָּהּ, כַּד , Íֵּמִכַּד  fill וַיִּמְלְאוּ מלא 

drink לִשְׁתֹּת , שְׁתֵה, וְאֶשְׁתֶּה שתה  go out יָצָא, וַיֵּצֵא יצא 

also גַּם גַם first הָרִאשׁוֹן רִאשׁוֹן 

heel בַּעֲקֵב  עָקֵב

know יֹדֵעַ  ידע 

field שָׂדֶה שָׂדֶה

love וַיֶּאֱהַב, אֹהֶבֶת אהב

Words that were studied in Unit 7 Words that were studied in Unit 8
cook וַיָּזֶד זוד now וְעַתָּה, עַתָּה עַתָּה 

soup זִידªָ זִידªָ hunt וְצוּדָה, לָצוּד ציד  

lentil עֲדָשָׁה צָיִד hunted meat עֲדָשִׁים צָיִד, מִצֵּידִי, מִצֵּיד, מִצֵּידוֹ 

come וַיָּבאֹ בוא tasty food מַטְעַמִּים מטעמים

tired עָיֵף עָיֵף bring וַיָּבֵא, וְהָבִיאָה, לְהָבִיא, הָבִיאָה בוא ,
וְהֵבֵאתָ , וְהֵבֵאתִי

red אֱדוֹםהָאָדֹם אָדוֹם ,  soul פשª Îֶׁפְשªַ ,פְשִׁיªַ

therefore עַל כֵּן בַּעֲבוּר in order that עַל כֵּן בַּעֲבוּר

sell מִכְרָה, וַיִּמְכֹּר מכר soul ׁפֶשªֶ Îֶׁפְשªַ ,פְשִׁיªַ

birthright בְּכֹרָה, בְּכֹרָתוֹ, הַבְּכֹרהָ  בְּכֹרָה ,Îְבְּכֹרָת listen שְׁמַע, שָׁמַעְתִּי, שֹׁמַעַת, כִּשְׁמֹעַ  שמע

die לָמוּת מות voice בְּקֹלִי, הַקֹּל, קוֹל קוֹל

why לָמָּה לָמָּה garment בְּגָדָיו, בִּגְדֵי בֶּגֶד

eat וַיּאֹכַל אכל dress הִלְבִּישָׁה, וַתַּלְבֵּשׁ לבש

swear/make 
an oath 

 וְיִתֶּן, וַתִּתֵּן ªתgive ª  הִשָּׁבְעָה, וַיִּשָּׁבַע שבע

despise, hate וַיִּבֶז בוז approach, 
come near 

הַגִּשָׁה, וַיַּגֶּשׁ, וַיִּגַּשׁ, גְּשָׁה ªגש  

once, twice פַעֲמַיִם פַּעַם 

answer הªוַיַּעַן ע 

cry וַיֵּבְךְּ  בכה 
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Words that were studied in Unit 9 Words that were studied in Unit 10 

place בַּמָּקוֹם, הַמָּקוֹם מָקוֹם bad רָעָה רָע 

rest ªוַיָּלֶן לו old age ים-בֶּן זָקֵןªִֻזְק  

stone י, אֶבֶןªְֵוְהָאֶבֶן הָאֶבֶן, מֵאַב  hate אªאוּ, שªְְׂאֹ וַיִּשªְׂש  

put שַׂמְתִּי שָׂם, וַיָּשֶׂם, שומ  to be able to יָכְלוּ יכל 

head ׁה ראֹשªָֹׁמְרַאֲשֹׁתָיו, וְראֹשׁוֹ, ראֹשָׁהּ, לָרִאש to tell גדª וַיַּגֵּד 

lie down וַיִּשְׁכַּב שכב continue, 
increase וַיּוֹסִפוּ יספ 

dream ם חלמÏֲוַיַּח 

standing צָּב יצבªִ ,מֻצָּב again, more עוֹד עוֹד 

monument מַצֵּבָה מַצֵּבָה bow down מִשְׁתַּחֲוִים, לְהִשְׁתַּחֲוֹתוַתִּשְׁתַּחֲוֶיןָ,  שחה  

heaven הַשָּׁמָיְמָה, הַשָּׁמָיִם שָׁמַיִם be king מלכ ÍÏְתִּמ ÍÏָהֲמ 

angel Íָמַלְאֲכֵי, מַלְאָכִים מַלְא rule מָשׁוֹל תִּמְשֹׁל משל 

up עֹלִים עלה tell וַיְסַפֵּר ספר 

down וְיֹרְדִים ירד moon  ַוְהַיָּרֵחַ  יָרֵח 

wake up וַיִּיקַץ יקצ mother אֵם Îְּוְאִמ 

fear וַיִּירָא ירא jealous אªאוּ קªְַוַיְק 

awesome נּוֹרָא נּוֹרָא keep שָׁמַר שמר 

get up וַיַּשְׁכֵּם שכמ 

Words that were studied in Unit 11 

send וַיִּשְׁלָחֵהוּ, תִּשְׁלְחוּ,  וַיְשַׁלְּחוּ שלח ,Îֲוְאֶשְׁלָח 

find וּ מצאªוַיִּמְצָאֵהוּ, וַיִּמְצָאֵם, מָצָא 

look for תְּבַקֵּשׁ, מְבַקֵּשׁ בקש 

far מֵרָחֹק רָחֹק 

near יִקְרַב קרב 

kill הַרְגֵהוּ,  הרגªְַהֲרֹגוªַ  

save צלª וַיַּצִּלֵהוּ, הַצִּיל 

throw שְׁלִכֵהוּ, הַשְׁלִיכוּ, וַיַּשְׁלִכוּ שלכªְַו 

pit הַבֹּרוֹת, הַבּוֹר, הַבֹּרָה, וְהַבּוֹר, בַּבּוֹר בּוֹר 

coat תªֶֹת כְּתªֶֹתּוֹ, כְּתªְָּת כֻּתªֶֹת, הַכְּתªֶֹּ(הַפַּסִּים), הַכֻּת  

where ה אָןªָָא 

tear וַיִּקְרַע קרע 

send וַיִּשְׁלָחֵהוּ, תִּשְׁלְחוּ,  וַיְשַׁלְּחוּ שלח ,Îֲוְאֶשְׁלָח 
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Keyword Review 

The following list contains the שָׁרָשִׁים of words that appear in Unit 12 and have been 
studied in previous units. As and when the words appear in the text, pupils should be 
encouraged to find the matching flashcard of the ׁשֹׁרֶש and attach it to the Word Bank 
area. (The Word List pack contains the list of שָׁרָשִׁים.) Please ensure that they feature 
in pupils’ vocabulary books so that they can be referred to when studying the פְּסוּקִים. 

Unit 1 
say אמר 

land אֶרֶץ 

to אֶל 

this זֶה, זאֹת 

father אָב 

house בַּיִת 

make great גדל 

Unit 2 
brother אַח 

not ֹלא 

man ׁאִיש 

we ּוªְחªֲָא 

all כָּל 

before יªְֵלִפ 

Unit 3 
hurry מהר 

eye עַיִן 

see ראה 

Unit 4 
as  אֲשֶׁר 

word/speak דבר 

boy יֶלֶד 

son בֶּן 

call קרא 

Unit 5 
master אָדוֹן 

Unit 6 
know ידע 

went out יצא 
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Unit 7 
come בוא 

sell מכר 

eat אכל 

Unit 8 
soul ׁפֶשªֶ 

listen שמע 

voice קול 

give תןª 

approach, come near גשª 

now עַתָּה 

cry בכה 

Unit 9 
dream חלמ 

down ירד 

standing יצב 

put שומ 

up עלה 

Unit 10 
to be able to יכל 

again, more עוֹד 

rule משל 

Unit 11 

send שלח 
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Unit Learning Outcomes 
Overview of KSU Learning Outcomes in Unit 12 

Knowledge Goals 

K2 Pupil knows the events, people and places in the unit. 

K4A Pupil recognises and knows the selected Hebrew keywords in this ׁחוּמָש 
unit and in the previous ׁחוּמָש units. 

K4B Pupil knows the meaning of the key phrases: 
)מ''ב: כ''א( אֲבָל אֲשֵׁמִים אªֲַחªְוּ עַל־אָחִיªוּ  
)מ''ה: ג'( חָיאªֲִי יוֹסֵף הַעוֹד אָבִי   

)מ''ה:ח'( לאֹ־אַתֶּם שְׁלַחְתֶּם אֹתִי הֵנָּה כִּי הָאÏֱקִים  

K6 Pupil knows that רש''י’s explanation is not part of the תּוֹרָה text. 

Pupil knows רש''י’s explanation on: 
ªִבְהֲלוּ מִפªָָּיו  : בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ה: ג'  .1 

כֵןוְאַחֲרֵי  and דִּבְּרוּ אֶחָיו אִתּוֹ   : בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ה: ט''ו  .2 

Skills Goals

S1 Pupil can locate text when given its פֶּרֶק and פָּסוּק reference. 

Pupil can locate רש''י’s commentary on a ׁחוּמָש page. 

S3 Pupil can read selected פְּסוּקִים from מ''ה-בְּרֵאשִׁית ל''ט  fluently and with 
confidence using חְתָּאªְַאֶת. 

Pupil can read words accurately in רש''י script. 

S4 Pupil can comprehend the plain meaning of the text independently. 

S5 Pupil can identify the שָׁרָשִׁים and word families of the keywords in this unit 
and in previous units.  

Pupil can recognise noun prefixes and suffixes of the keywords of this unit. 

Pupil knows the difference between a Íו' הַהִפּו and ו' הַחִיבּוּר. 

S6 Pupil can read vowelled פֵּרוּשִׁים accurately in רש''י script. 

S7 Pupil can comprehend the plain meaning of a number of רש''י 
commentaries with support. 
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Understanding Goals 

U1 Pupil can reflect on the events in the unit and the feelings of יוֹסֵף and his 
brothers when יוֹסֵף reveals himself to them in מִצְרָיִם. They can reflect on 
how יוֹסֵף sees everything that happened to him as 'הַשְׁגָחַת ה and how this 
perspective affects the brothers’ response to him. 

U2 Pupil can identify words and phrases that support the following וּתªָׁפַּרְש 
approaches: 

 Extra meaning can be derived from words and שָׁרָשִׁים that
are repeated in the text: (חָהªְַמִלָּה מ) כר, שלח, מכרª. 

 Extra meaning can be derived from ambiguous words
 .ªִבְהֲלוּ, וְאַחֲרֵי כֵן :in the text (הַבªַָת מִלִּים לאֹ בְּרוּרֹת)

U3 Pupil can derive deeper meaning by comparing and contrasting language in 
a parallel or related text. 

U4 Pupil can reflect on and discuss: 
 how the brothers felt ashamed of their past actions
 how the brothers were only able to speak once יוֹסֵף cried and

showed his feelings towards them
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Knowledge Goals 
K2: Pupil knows the events, people and places in the unit, including: 

 The brothers go down to מִצְרָיִם to buy food
 recognises them but they do not recognise him יוֹסֵף
 accuses them of being spies יוֹסֵף
 as prisoner and demands that they bring their youngest שִׁמְעוֹן keeps יוֹסֵף

brother down from עַןªְָּכ

 returns the brothers’ money by putting it in their sacks יוֹסֵף
 return with them בªְִּיָמִין initially refuses to let יַעֲקֹב
 As the famine worsens, יְהוּדָה pledges for  ִיָמªְִּיןב ’s safety and the brothers return

to Egypt with יָמִיןªְִּב

 The brothers return to עַןªְָּכ with food – יוֹסֵף has his goblet hidden in יָמִיןªְִּב’s sack
 s sack'בªְִּיָמִין s messengers find the goblet in'יוֹסֵף
 says that the one in whose sack the goblet was found will be a slave יוֹסֵף
 s freedom’בªְִּיָמִין for יוֹסֵף pleads with יְהוּדָה
 reveals himself to his brothers יוֹסֵף

K4A: Pupil recognises and knows the following Hebrew words in the ׁחוּמָש unit: 

recognise כרª ּוַיַּכִּרֵם, וַיַּכֵּר, הִכִּרֻהו 

remember וַיִּזְכֹּר זכר 

answer הªע וַיַּעַן, לַעªֲוֹת

stand עָמַד, תַּעֲמֹד עמד

sad תֵּעָצְבוּ עצב

upset/trouble יִחַר  חרה

life/sustenance חַיָה חָי, לְמִחְיָה

alive וּלְהַחֲיוֹת חיה

fall פלª וַיִּפֹּל 

neck צַוָּארָיוצַוְּארֵי,  צַוְאָר

kiss שקª שֵּׁקªְַוַי

K4B: Pupil knows the meaning of the key phrases: 
)מ''ב: כ''א( אֲבָל אֲשֵׁמִים אªֲַחªְוּ עַל־אָחִיªוּ  

)מ''ה: ג'( אªֲִי יוֹסֵף הַעוֹד אָבִי חָי  
)מ''ה:ח'( לאֹ־אַתֶּם שְׁלַחְתֶּם אֹתִי הֵנָּה כִּי הָאÏֱקִים  
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K6: Pupil knows that there are פֵּרוּשִׁים on the text and that a ׁפֵּרוּש is not part of the 
 .text תּוֹרָה

Pupil knows the explanations of various פֵּרוּשִׁים, which suggest reasons for יוֹסֵף’s 
harsh treatment of his brothers.  

Pupil knows רש''י’s explanation on the following: 

מִפªָָּיוªִבְהֲלוּ   the brothers were ashamed of their past actions and – (בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ה: ג') 
so could not respond to יוֹסֵף immediately. 

 cry, and that he had no hard יוֹסֵף the brothers saw – (בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ה: ט''ו) וְאַחֲרֵי כֵן
feelings towards them.  

אִתּוֹדִּבְּרוּ אֶחָיו   the brothers were able to overcome their initial – (בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ה: ט''ו) 
shame and speak to him. 

Skills Goals 
S1: Pupil can locate text when given its פֶּרֶק and פָּסוּק reference. 

Pupil can locate רש''י’s commentary on a ׁחוּמָש page. 

S3: Pupil can read selected פְּסוּקִים from the text fluently and with confidence using 
 .אֶתªְַחְתָּא

Pupil can read words accurately in רש''י script. 

S4:  Pupil can comprehend the plain meaning of selected פְּסוּקִים independently. 

S5:  Pupil can identify the שָׁרָשִׁים of the keywords from this unit and from previous 
 .units חוּמָשׁ

Pupil can recognise noun prefixes and suffixes of the keywords of this unit. 

Pupil knows the difference between a Íו' הַהִפּו, e.g. ּ(מ''ה: ד') וַיִּגָּשׁו, and ו' הַחִיבּוּר, 
e.g. (מ''ה: ו') וְקָצִיר. 

S6: Pupil can read vowelled פֵּרוּשִׁים accurately in רש''י script. 

S7: Pupil can comprehend the plain meaning of a number of רש''י commentaries 
with support: 

ªִבְהֲלוּ מִפªָָּיו  : בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ה: ג'  .1 
: וְאַחֲרֵי כֵן and דִּבְּרוּ אֶחָיו אִתּוֹ  בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ה: ט''ו  .2 
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Understanding Goals 
U1: Pupil can reflect on and discuss the feelings and responses of יוֹסֵף and the 

brothers as they face each other after 20 years: the brothers as they are treated 
harshly by the Egyptian official; יְהוּדָה as he confronts יוֹסֵף; and יוֹסֵף’s 
consideration for the brothers’ feelings by asking everyone to leave the room 
before revealing his identity. 

Reflect on יוֹסֵף’s and the brothers’ perspectives on events: how the message 
of הַשְׁגָחָה פְּרָטִית is conveyed by יוֹסֵף and how his perspective helps to free the 
brothers of their guilt over their past treatment of him. 

U2: Pupil can identify words and phrases supporting the following וּתªָׁפַּרְש 
approaches: 

 Extra meaning can be derived from ambiguous words (ת מִלִּים לאֹ בְּרוּרֹתªַָהַב) in 
the text: (מ''ה: ט''ו) בְהֲלוּ (מ''ה: ג'), וְאַחֲרֵי כֵןªִ. 

 Extra meaning can be derived from words that are repeated in the text:
 .ªכר, שלח, מכר (מִלָּה מªְַחָה)

U3:  Pupil can derive deeper meaning by comparing and contrasting language in a 
parallel or related text: 

 The similarities and differences between יוֹסֵף’s dreams and their fulfilment
(מ''ב: ט' and בְּרֵאשִׁית ל''ז: ז'+ט')

 The reaction of יוֹסֵף’s brothers, compared to their earlier treatment of him
( מ''ב: כ''אבְּרֵאשִׁית   and כ'-ל''ז: י''ט ) 

 The memories of earlier events that are triggered by the meeting between
The brothers couldn’t speak וְלאֹ יָכְלוּ דַּבְּרוֹ לְשÏָׁם .and his brothers. (e.g יוֹסֵף
kindly about יוֹסֵף.) 

U4:  Pupil can discuss and reflect on: 

 how the brothers felt ashamed of their past actions when יוֹסֵף first revealed
his identity

 how the brothers were only able to speak once יוֹסֵף cried and showed his
feelings towards them
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Unit Skills and Understanding Spiral 
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Unit Assessment Template Year Group: ___________ Teacher: ______________________________ 
 KEY: 

 Achieved: Pupil can demonstrate this K/S/U expectation  
 Partly achieved: Pupil is able to demonstrate some elements of this K/S/U expectation/can do so with some support 
 Not yet achieved: Pupil does not demonstrate this K/S/U expectation/can only do so with significant support/prompting 
 Results not available/child not assessed 

KNOWLEDGE SKILLS UNDERSTANDING 

Name of child: 
K2: I know 
the 
storyline, 
events 
and places 
in Unit 12 

K4A: I 
know 
keywords 
studied in 
Unit 12 

K6: I know 
 s’רש''י
explanation 
on 
 בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ה: ג'
and מ''ה: ט''ו 

S4: I can 
comprehend 
the plain 
meaning of a 
more difficult 
 text on תּוֹרָה
my own 

S5: I can 
identify 
word 
families/ 
 :שָׁרָשִׁים

ªכר, זכר, 
 ªשק

S5: I can 
identify 
when a 'ו 
is a 
Íו' הַהִפּו 
and when 
it is a  'ו
 הַחִיבּוּר

S6: I can 
read 
vowelled 
 פֵּרוּשִׁים
accurately 

S7: I can 
comprehend 
the plain 
meaning of a 
number of 
 רש''י
commentaries 
with support 

U1: I can 
reflect on 
events and 
feelings of 
characters in 
the unit, eg. 
 s  and the’יוֹסֵף
brothers’ 
feelings when 
 reveals יוֹסֵף
himself 

U2: I can 
derive 
meaning, 
independently, 
from repeated 
words, eg. 

מכר, שלח  and 
ambiguous 
words, e.g. 

וְאַחֲרֵי כֵןªִבְהֲלוּ,   

U3: I can 
compare 
and 
contrast 
language 
in 
parallel 
texts 

U4: I can 
understand how 
the brothers felt 
ashamed of their 
past actions, and 
were only able to 
speak once יוֹסֵף 
cried and 
showed his 
feelings 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

TOTALS KNOWLEDGE SKILLS UNDERSTANDING TOTAL 

X – achieved 

\ – partly achieved 

(blank) – not yet achieved 

x 
\ 

? 
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Unit 12 Self Assessment Grid Name: ________________________________ Class: ________ 

KNOWLEDGE SKILLS UNDERSTANDING 

Date: 
K2: I know 
the 
storyline, 
events 
and places 
in Unit 12 

K4A: I 
know 
keywords 
studied in 
Unit 12 

K6: I know 
 s’רש''י
explanation 
on 
 בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ה: ג'
and מ''ה: ט''ו 

S4: I can 
comprehend 
the plain 
meaning of a 
more difficult 
 text on תּוֹרָה
my own 

S5: I can 
identify 
word 
families/ 
 :שָׁרָשִׁים

ªכר, זכר, 
 ªשק

S5: I can 
identify 
when a 'ו 
is a 
Íו' הַהִפּו 
and when 
it is a  'ו
 הַחִיבּוּר

S6: I can 
read 
vowelled 
 פֵּרוּשִׁים
accurately 

S7: I can 
comprehend 
the plain 
meaning of a 
number of 
 רש''י
commentaries 
with support 

U1: I can 
reflect on 
events and 
feelings of 
characters in 
the unit, eg. 
 s  and the’יוֹסֵף
brothers’ 
feelings when 
 reveals יוֹסֵף
himself 

U2: I can 
derive 
meaning, 
independently, 
from repeated 
words, eg. 
 and שלח, מכר
ambiguous 
words, e.g. 
 ªִבְהֲלוּ, וְאַחֲרֵי כֵן

U3: I can 
compare 
and 
contrast 
language 
in 
parallel 
texts 

U4: I can 
understand how 
the brothers felt 
ashamed of their 
past actions, and 
were only able to 
speak once יוֹסֵף 
cried and 
showed his 
feelings 
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Keywords: I know the meaning of the following keywords: 

 ªשק צַוְאָר ªפל חיה חַיָה חרה עצב עמד עªה זכר ªכר

, וַיַּכִּרֵם
, וַיַּכֵּר

 הִכִּרֻהוּ

וַיַּעַן,  וַיִּזְכֹּר
 לַעªֲוֹת

, עָמַד
 תַּעֲמֹד

, חָי יִחַר תֵּעָצְבוּ
 לְמִחְיָה

, צַוְּארֵי וַיִּפֹּל וּלְהַחֲיוֹת
 צַוָּארָיו

 וַיªְַשֵּׁק

 

I know רש''י’s explanation on: 

 :בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ה: ג' .1
 ªִבְהֲלוּ מִפªָָּיו

 :בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ה: ט''ו .2
 דִּבְּרוּ אֶחָיו אִתּוֹ

 :בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ה: ט''ו .3
 וְאַחֲרֵי כֵן
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Unit Levels of Attainment 
Unit 12 is aimed at pupils in Year 5 so most pupils will be working between Levels 3 
and 4. Included below are level descriptors from Levels 3-4. For further levels 
please see Appendix.  

Learning about Chumash 

(Knowledge-K) 

Ability to learn Chumash 

(Skills-S) 

Learning from Chumash 

(Understanding-U) 

Level 3c 

1. I know the names of the
 I am סֵפֶר and פְּרָשָׁה
learning. (K1) 

Level 3c 

1. I can show where a
 begins and ends פָּסוּק
in my ׁחוּמָש. (S1) 

Level 3c 

1. I can describe the
feelings of the people 
I have learned about 
in my ׁחוּמָש. (U1) 

2. I know, giving only a few
details, most of the story in 
the unit. (K2) 

2. I can find the place
in my ׁחוּמָש. (S1) 

3. I know where אֶרֶץ יִשְׂרָאֵל 
is on a map of the Middle 
East. (K3) 

3. I can read selected
words on a ׁחוּמָש page. 
(S3) 

4. I know the meaning of
some of the keywords from 
the unit(s). (K4) 

4. I can work out the
meaning of part of a 
 using keywords I פָּסוּק
know. (S4) 

2. I can find, with a bit
of help, words in the 
story that repeat 
themselves and 
understand how 
these words give 
clues to the מִידוֹת I 
can learn from the 
story. (U2) 

5. I know that a ׁפֵּרוּש
explains the meaning of a 
 text but is not part of חוּמָשׁ
the ׁחוּמָש text. (K6) 

Level 3b 

1. I can accurately retell
most of the תּוֹרָה narrative 
of the unit. (K2) 

Level 3b 

1. I can find any פָּסוּק
in סֵפֶר בְּרֵאשִׁית and also 
find the חְתָּאªְַאֶת. (S1) 

Level 3b 

1. I can describe the
values/מִידוֹת I learn 
from my ׁחוּמָש and, 
with a little help, say 
how they connect to 
my own life. (U1) 

Primary Chumash Level Descriptors: Levels 3c, 3b and 3a (suggested by the end of Year 4) 



Unit 12: יוֹסֵף Reveals Himself to His Brothers: מ''ה-בְּרֵאשִׁית ל''ט  – Revised March 2017

  Primary Chumash Curriculum 

Te
ac

he
rs

’ G
ui

de
lin

es
 

Te
ac

he
rs

’ G
ui

de
lin

es

22 

Te
ac

he
rs

’ G
ui

de
lin

es

22 

2. I know where most
places in the unit are on a 
map with some places 
filled in. (K3) 

2. I can read words
and phrases on a ׁחוּמָש 
page. (S3) 

2. I can find, with a bit
of help, words and 
phrases in the story 
that repeat 
themselves and 
understand how 
these words give 
clues to the מִידוֹת I 
can learn from the 
story. (U2) 

3. I know the meaning of
the keywords and phrases 
in the unit. (K4) 

3. I can work out, with
some help, the 
meaning of some 
 using Hebrew פְּסוּקִים
keywords that I know. 
(S4)  

3. I can describe, with
a bit of help, 
similarities and 
differences in two 
phrases I have 
learned. (U3) 

4. I can explain the details
of a מִצְוָה mentioned in the 
unit. (K5) 

4. I can find word
families and prefixes 
and suffixes ('stick-
ons') in the units I 
have learned. (S5) 

Level 3a 

1. I know most of the
people and places in the 
units studied. (K2) 

Level 3a 

1. I can read most
 ,accurately פְּסוּקִים
saying syllables 
correctly and pausing 
at the חְתָּאªְַאֶת. (S3 

Level 3a 

1. I can describe the
values/מִידוֹת I learn 
from my ׁחוּמָש and say 
how they connect to 
my own life. (U1) 

2. I know where most of
the places and areas 
named in the unit can be 
found. (K3) 

2. I can work out, with
a bit of help, the 
meaning of most 
 using Hebrew פְּסוּקִים
words in the text. (S4) 

2. I can find, with
increasing 
independence, words 
or phrases that give 
clues to the מִידוֹת I 
can learn from the 
story. (U2) 

3. I recognise word families
of keywords in the unit 
studied. (K4) 

3. I can find Hebrew
words that are 
masculine/feminine 
and singular/plural to 
help me explain the 
 I learn. (S5) פְּסוּקִים

3. l can describe, with a 
bit of help, similarities 
and differences in two 
texts I have learned. 
(U3) 

4. I can explain which מִצְוֹת
in the unit studied apply 
nowadays. (K5) 

4. I can explain, with a
bit of help, the reason 
why רש''י comments 
on a word or phrase. 
(U4) 

5. I can retell in my own
words the commentary of a 
 in the unit studied. (K6) מְפָרֵשׁ
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Learning about Chumash 
(Knowledge-K) 

Ability to learn Chumash 
(Skills-S) 

Learning from Chumash 
(Understanding-U) 

Level 4c 

1. I know how a ׁפֵּרוּש or
 clarifies and מִדְרָשׁ
extends the ׁחוּמָש text. 
(K6) 

Level 4c 

1. I can find a ׁחוּמָש

text anywhere in 
 and סֵפֶר בְּרֵאשִׁית
identify the חְתָּאªְַאֶת 
and סוֹף פָּסוּק. (S1) 

Level 4c 

1. I ask questions
about the actions of 
people in the ׁחוּמָש 
story and suggest 
some answers. I can 
link these questions 
and answers, with a 
bit of help, to my 
own feelings and 
experiences. (U1) 

2. I can identify,
independently, 
repeated words or 
phrases in the text 
that provide clues to 
its overall messages. 
(U2) 

3. I can infer
meaning, with a bit 
of help, from the 
similarities and 
differences of two 
texts I have studied. 
(U3) 

4. I can explain, with
some help, the 
reason why רש''י 
comments on a word 
or phrase. (U4) 

Primary Chumash Level Descriptors: Levels 4c, 4b and 4a (suggested by the end of Year 6) 
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General Guidelines 
A. Lesson Preparation
• Before teaching the פְּסוּקִים, learn them, preferably בְּחַבְרוּתָא, to gain a sound

understanding of the context and content of the unit.

• Lessons are written to last 60 minutes and may need to be adapted to suit
individual schools. Learning Outcomes are essential; activities and resources are
there as a suggestion.

• Resources (worksheets) are differentiated and need to be carefully selected to
fulfil the Learning Outcomes of each lesson. Learning Outcomes are referenced on
each worksheet.

• We recommend that additional resources are produced, e.g. flashcards made from
the formatted keywords.

B. Lesson Structure and Strategies
• It is helpful to share the intended Learning Outcomes of the lesson with pupils and

to return to these as part of the summary/plenary.

• Ideally, every pupil should have their own ׁחוּמָש to use in every lesson.

• A primary ׁחוּמָש lesson is structured as follows:

1. Contextualisation/Review/Starter: Teacher contextualises lesson and/or
reviews and assesses previous learning.

2. Reading: Teacher models the reading of the פְּסוּקִים at least twice, taking note
of phrasing so that pupils read correctly (חְתָּאªְַמִלְעֵיל/מִלְרַע ,אֶת and קָמַץ קָטָן). 
Modelled reading is followed by group reading with the purpose of immersing
pupils in the text of the תּוֹרָה. See below for reading strategies suggested by
partner teachers.

3. Comprehension: Pupils work out the plain meaning of the text with teacher
support, e.g. picture and other non-verbal clues. Pupils are further supported
to develop reading comprehension skills by being encouraged to notice
patterns in the פְּסוּקִים. 

4. Understanding: Pupils are guided to find the deeper meaning and values of the
and develop analytical and reflective skills by actively examining the פָּסוּק
phrasing of each פָּסוּק. 

5. Plenary/Summary: Learning summarised and assessed and bridge built to
following lesson.
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 The core parts of the lesson, particularly in Y3 and Y4, are the reading and
comprehension activities. Building up reading and comprehension skills will
enable pupils to build their confidence and competence in learning the תּוֹרָה. 

 Vocabulary books are available for pupils to record keywords. These can then be
used by pupils for revision and as a reference tool in their subsequent learning.

Reading strategies suggested by teachers using our curriculum: 

 Interactive Whiteboard:

Display the פָּסוּק on an IWB for the initial reading. This may prove easier to follow
than attempting the first reading from the ׁחוּמָש. 

 Make it Manageable:

Break the פָּסוּק into manageable phrases; long words should be separated into
manageable syllables. Practise reading some words out of context before tackling
the whole פָּסוּק. 

 Whispers:

Encourage pupils to whisper the words as you read them in the second modelling.

 Chevruta:

Pupils work in mixed ability pairs to listen to each other’s reading.

 Match the Word:

Prepare words of the פָּסוּק in triplicate (so that every pupil gets a card) on
flashcards and distribute to the class. As the teacher reads the words, pupils hold
up the matching cards and say them.

 Echoes:

Read the פָּסוּק with expression using a range of voices to reflect the contents of
the פָּסוּק (conversation, role play, radio/TV announcement). Encourage pupils to
echo these voices when they read the פָּסוּק. 

 Give Me a Clue:

Provide pupils with clues to the content of the פָּסוּק, for example: Who is talking
to whom? Where is this happening? Is the speaker happy/sad/angry? Pupils can
be encouraged to scan the פָּסוּק to identify names, places and familiar words prior
to the reading.

 Familiar Words:

Give pupils a focus as they are following, e.g. a word that repeats itself, names of
people and places, familiar word families, the longest word, words that begin
with a certain letter. Pupils will begin to recognise frequently recurring words and
be able to read them accurately by sight.
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 Catch Me Out:

The teacher detaches or folds away parts of words or entire words from a פָּסוּק. 
Pupils check in their ׁחוּמָש to spot what has been detached, e.g. prefixes or suffixes.

 Follow My Leader:

Pairs/small group begins; when the bell/buzzer rings, the next group continues
and so on. Encourage pupils to retain the momentum.

 Invent an Action:

Pupils take ownership of specific words by inventing actions to match them.

 Incentives:

Stickers, team/house points, rewards, praise, praise and more praise.

C. Comprehension Strategies
With comprehension, we mean that pupils actively work out the plain meaning 
of the text. At first, pupils will need to use other methods such as pictures and 
actions to help them derive the meaning of a פָּסוּק. They are starting the 
process of interacting with the text and its meaning.  

The following activities serve to introduce, and later to practise, using strategies for 
comprehending פְּסוּקִים:  

 Names, Places, Known Words and Keywords:

Pupils are encouraged to find words they already know, such as names and
places, as well as words they might recognise from עִבְרִית or other ׁקוֹדֶש
subjects. Keywords are introduced through pictures and/or actions and
become part of pupils' ׁחוּמָש vocabulary as they progress in their learning.
Rather than knowing the meaning of every individual word in the פָּסוּק, 
pupils use keywords and familiar words as 'hooks' to work out the meaning
of the rest of the פָּסוּק actively. Keywords can be reinforced through games,
for example pupils can be asked to tell the story of the פָּסוּק by using the
keywords.

 Sentence Sections:

This activity helps pupils to develop awareness of sentence structure as one
of the elements that give meaning to text, in addition to the more commonly
recognised element: vocabulary. The activity gives pupils a chance to divide a
sentence according to verb + noun phrases, without needing to label it as
such. After they are guided in finding the sections of the sentence, different
questions are asked that can be answered by reading each section. Pupils are
taught to recognise the חְתָּאªְַאֶת, which cuts the פָּסוּק into two halves, and
they also work with smaller parts of the פָּסוּק. 

17
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 Hand Sentences:

This activity helps pupils develop awareness of a particular, and common,
sentence form: a verb with several subjects. The template of a hand helps
pupils to realise that words that work together in giving meaning do not
necessarily follow each other in order in a sentence. Pupils are guided in
realising that we find out what the sentence tells us by looking at the ‘whole
hand’ and not by the individual ‘fingers’ and that there is a connected, but not
necessarily linear, relationship between the parts of the sentences. (See Units 1
and 2 for examples.)

 Independent Comprehension Checklist:

By the time pupils study this unit they
should be developing strategies to
comprehend a פָּסוּק independently. To
support pupils in this process, in Unit 7 an
Independent Learning Checklist was
introduced. This list guides pupils in the
steps to take when approaching a new
 ,פָּסוּק e.g. finding new words in the ,פָּסוּק
practising their meaning and looking for
sentence patterns. The checklist should
support pupils in becoming increasingly
independent ׁחוּמָש learners.

 :Sentences וַיּאֹמֶר

When pupils encounter a 
sentence that includes direct 
speech, this strategy helps them 
to distinguish between the direct 
speech, the introduction and any 
additional information. It is a 
visual way of introducing the skill 
of מִי אָמַר לְמִי: ‘Who says what to 
whom’, and a useful tool for 
pupils when analysing פְּסוּקִים 
that contain dialogue.  
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Lesson 1: The Ups and Downs of יוֹסֵף’s 
Life 
Learning Outcome: 

 To explore the events and context leading up to יוֹסֵף’s brothers coming down
to מִצְרָיִם to buy food

 To examine יוֹסֵף’s feelings as he faces his brothers for the first time in 20
years

Suggested study method 
for פְּסוּקִים: 

Hebrew Teacher summary 
ט'-בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ב: ג', ז'  מ''א-בְּרֵאשִׁית פֶּרֶק ל''ט 

ו'-ב', ד'-פֶּרֶק מ''ב פְּסוּקִים א'  

By the end of this lesson pupils should: 

Knowledge Skills Understanding 

K2: Know what happened to יוֹסֵף 
from when he is sold until his 
brothers come to מִצְרָיִם for food.  
 recognises his brothers, but they יוֹסֵף
do not recognise him. He does not 
reveal himself to them and accuses 
them of being spies. He remembers 
the dreams he had about his family 
bowing to him. 

K4A: Know the following new Hebrew 
keywords: 

ªכר וַיַּכִּרֵם, וַיַּכֵּר, הִכִּרֻהוּ

 וַיִּזְכֹּר זכר

Know the relevant Hebrew keywords 
from previous units (see words 
highlighted in blue below and the 
table at the front of this guide). 

S3: Read 
ט'-בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ב: ג', ז'  

accurately, accentuating 
syllables correctly and 
recognising basic 
 .אֶתªְַחְתָּא :טַעֲמֵי הַמִּקְרָא

S4: Comprehend the 
plain meaning of 

ט'-בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ב: ג', ז' . 

S5: Identify the word 
families and שָׁרָשִׁים of the 
keywords in these פְּסוּקִים. 

Identify the prefixes and 
suffixes of the keywords 
of these פְּסוּקִים. 

U1: Reflect on and discuss 
the likely feelings of יוֹסֵף as 
he faces his brothers after 
many years. 

U2: Identify the חָהªְַמִלָּה מ: 
 ª, and understand thatכר
 ,recognised the brothers יוֹסֵף
yet they did not recognise 
him. 

U3: Compare and contrast 
the text of יוֹסֵף's dreams to 
this text. To what extent is 
the dream being fulfilled? 

Words from Units 1-11 

New words this lesson 
־יוֹסֵף עֲשָׂרָה לִשְׁבֹּר בָּר מִמִּצְרָיִם:אֲחֵי וַיֵּרְדוּ ג

 וַיּאֹמְרוּ בָּאתֶםאֲלֵהֶם מֵאַיִן  וַיּאֹמֶראִתָּם קָשׁוֹת  וַיְדַבֵּר אֲלֵיהֶםוַיִּתªְַכֵּר  וַיַּכִּרֵם אֶחָיויוֹסֵף אֶת־ וַיַּרְא ז
 אֲשֶׁר הַחÏֲמוֹתיוֹסֵף אֵת  וַיִּזְכֹּר ט: הִכִּרֻהוּ לאֹוְהֵם  אֶחָיויוֹסֵף אֶת־ וַיַּכֵּר ח: אֹכֶלכªְַּעַן לִשְׁבָּר־ מֵאֶרֶץ

 אֲדªִֹי לאֹ אֵלָיו וַיּאֹמְרוּ  : יבָּאתֶם הָאָרֶץאֶת־עֶרְוַת  לִרְאוֹתאֲלֵהֶם מְרַגְּלִים אַתֶּם  וַיּאֹמֶרלָהֶם  חָלַם
Îאֹכֶללִשְׁבָּר־ בָּאוּ וַעֲבָדֶי:
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1. Revision Activity and English Summary Activity [K2] (10 minutes) 

To revise previous events, and to summarise the storyline of מ''א-בְּרֵאשִׁית פְּרָקִים ל''ט , 
which will not be learned in depth, display and distribute the ten story cards 
(Classroom Resources). Pupils can work in pairs or groups to try and sequence the 
storyline, drawing on their  ַפַּרָשַׁת הַשָּׁבוּע knowledge. A brief explanation of each image 
is provided for teachers in Classroom Resources. Pupils can then feed back as the 
teacher sequences the pictures on the board, and if there is time pupils can retell all 
or part of the story using role play or by drawing a cartoon.  

Explain to children that יוֹסֵף’s experiences in these פְּרָקִים took him to many 
different places. Distribute the place cards (Classroom Resources) and challenge 
pupils to position them under the correct section of the story still displayed on the 
board. (Some will need to be placed before the events, e.g. אֹהֶל יַעֲקֹב and בּוֹר.)  

Once this has been done, remove the original storyline images, so that only the 
sequenced place cards remain. 

2. Up and Down Understanding Activity [K2, U1] (10 minutes) 

Remind pupils of the keywords ירד (go down) and עלה (go 
up) learned in Unit 9 (Classroom Resources). 
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In these יוֹסֵף ,פְּרָקִים experienced high points when things were going well for him, 
but also low points when things were difficult. Ask pupils to look at the place 
cards and decide if each represents a high or low point in יוֹסֵף’s life. Move the 
place cards up or down to reflect pupils’ decisions.  

The final display should look like this: 

The Emotionometer from Unit 10 can also be 
used here and extended to the new 
circumstances. What were the high points or 
low points in terms of how יוֹסֵף might have 
been feeling? 

Adding the Phrase Flashcards to the place names, ask pupils to discuss and then 
share as a class what might have helped יוֹסֵף in negative situations, and how he 
was able to rise up from his low points.  
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Pupils can then complete the worksheet Up and Down Questions. 

Suggested answers are: 

1. What are things like for יוֹסֵף at first in ה') ?בֵּית פּוֹטִיפַר is with him, and he
becomes very successful. פּוֹטִיפַר likes יוֹסֵף and sees that 'ה is with him, and that
he is successful in everything he does. He puts יוֹסֵף in charge of his household.)

2. When יוֹסֵף is sent to prison, what are things like for him? (He still finds favour
in everyone’s eyes. 'ה is with him, and the prison warden puts him in charge of
the other prisoners.)

3. When יוֹסֵף is asked to interpret the prisoners’ and פַּרְעֹה’s dreams, what does
he say? (He says that all interpretations belong to 'ה; that it is really beyond
him, but 'ה is helping him.)

4. What does this suggest about the attitude יוֹסֵף has in every situation? (He has
belief and trust in 'ה, and knows He is with him. He does not give up or lose
hope, even in negative or challenging situations. He knows it is 'הַשְׁגָחַת ה that
has placed him in every situation.)

3. Teacher Reading and Comprehension Activity: 'בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ב:  ג'+ז [S4]  (5 minutes) 

In 'ו'-בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ב: א  we learn that the famine also affected עַןªְָּכ and that יַעֲקֹב sent 
his sons to מִצְרָיִם to buy food. 

וַיֵּרְדוּ אֲחֵי־יוֹסֵף עֲשָׂרָה לִשְׁבֹּר בָּר מִמִּצְרָיִם: ג  

Briefly read 'פָּסוּק ג. Ask pupils to identify familiar words, and try to work out which 
words are about buying food (לִשְׁבֹּר בָּר). Write the phrase on the board, showing 
that the two words share a ׁשֹׁרֶש.  Ask the following questions to check 
comprehension: 

 Who is going down to Egypt? (יוֹסֵף’s ten brothers)

 Who is staying behind? (יָמִיןªְִּב) 

 What are they going to do in מִצְרָיִם? (buy food/grain)
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 Ask pupils to recall the storyline that follows, drawing on their פַּרָשָׁה
knowledge.

 When the brothers arrive in מִצְרָיִם, who do they have to meet? (the ruler who
is in charge of handing out food)

 Who is this? (יוֹסֵף) 

 What is the first thing they do when they meet him? (bow to him)

4. Reading Activity: 'ח'-בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ב:  ז  [S3] (5 minutes) 

Display 'ח'-פְּסוּקִים ז  on the board. Model reading the פְּסוּקִים using familiar 
strategies, and then ask pupils to practise reading the פְּסוּקִים in their pairs. 

5. Comprehension Activity: 'ח'-פְּסוּקִים ז  [K4A, S4, S5, U2] (10 minutes) 
וַיַּרְא יוֹסֵף אֶת־אֶחָיו וַיַּכִּרֵם וַיִּתªְַכֵּר אֲלֵיהֶם וַיְדַבֵּר אִתָּם קָשׁוֹת וַיּאֹמֶר אֲלֵהֶם מֵאַיִן בָּאתֶם וַיּאֹמְרוּ  ז

וַיַּכֵּר יוֹסֵף אֶת־אֶחָיו וְהֵם לאֹ הִכִּרֻהוּ: חמֵאֶרֶץ כªְַּעַן לִשְׁבָּר־אֹכֶל:   

Introduce the new ׁכר :שֹׁרֶשª. Challenge pupils to work out its meaning (recognise) 
with hints and prompts, e.g. What did the brothers ask יַעֲקֹב to do when they 
showed him יוֹסֵף’s bloodstained coat? (אªָהַכֶּר־ – recognise) 

Ask pupils to locate the new ׁשֹׁרֶש and highlight it on the displayed פָּסוּק. Support 
pupils in working out the specific meaning of each of the words with the ׁכר: שֹׁרֶשª, 
with the help of the prefixes and suffixes. Provide them with the meaning of the 
word מֵאַיִן (where from). 

 recognised his brothers, but did he want them to recognise him? Support יוֹסֵף
pupils in working out the meaning of כֵּרªְַוַיִּת (he disguised himself). 

(Note to teachers: The word כֵּרªְַוַיִּת is also from the ׁכר :שֹׁרֶשª, and uses the more 
complex הִתְפָּעֶל form. This will not be focused on as a keyword. However, as more 
able pupils may spot its ׁשֹׁרֶש, it can be mentioned that this is indeed a use of the 
 (.ª in a different formכר :שֹׁרֶשׁ

Give pupils time to work out the meaning of the פָּסוּק in pairs then ask the 
following questions to check comprehension. Encourage pupils to answer using 
words from the פָּסוּק. 

 What happens in 'ח'-פְּסוּקִים ז  when יוֹסֵף sees his brothers? (He recognises them 
as his brothers וַיַּרְא יוֹסֵף אֶת־אֶחָיו וַיַּכִּרֵם and also אֶת־אֶחָיו וַיַּכֵּר יוֹסֵף .) 

 What does he decide to do when he realises who they are? (He disguises
himself and speaks to them harshly כֵּר אֲלֵיהֶם וַיְדַבֵּר אִתָּם קָשׁוֹתªְַוַיִּת.) 

 Are the brothers aware that they are face to face with יוֹסֵף? (No, they do not
recognise him ּוְהֵם לאֹ הִכִּרֻהו.) 

 What does he ask them? (מֵאַיִן בָּאתֶם Where did you come from?) 
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 What do they respond? (עַן לִשְׁבָּר־אֹכֶלªְַּמֵאֶרֶץ כ From עַןªְָּכ to buy food.) 

 Which ׁשֹׁרֶש is repeated in 'ח'-פְּסוּקִים ז  Ask pupils to highlight (ª – recogniseכר) ?
all instances of this ׁשֹׁרֶש on large פְּסוּקִים. 

 What is the term for a ׁשֹׁרֶש or word that repeats many times? (חָהªְַמִלָּה מ) 

 Why is it significant? (We learn deeper meanings from noticing this in a פָּסוּק or
text.)

 What theme does this חָהªְַמִלָּה מ draw our attention to? (יוֹסֵף recognising the 
brothers, and yet disguising himself to them.) 

 Why might the brothers not have recognised יוֹסֵף? 

- He had grown up; he was 17 when they sold him and now he was 37.

- He was dressed like an Egyptian, and in a later פָּסוּק we learn that he spoke
to them in Egyptian, through an interpreter (capable classes can be
encouraged to look for that (מ''ב: כ''ג) פָּסוּק and try to work out its
meaning).

behaved like a ruler and not a young boy; his behaviour was very unlike יוֹסֵף -
the יוֹסֵף they knew.

6. Reading and Comprehension Activity: 'בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ב: ט [S3, S4]  (10 minutes) 

Model reading of 'פָּסוּק ט with expression, and then ask pupils to read it in their 
pairs. 

Display 'פָּסוּק ט on the board. 
וַיִּזְכֹּר יוֹסֵף אֵת הַחÏֲמוֹת אֲשֶׁר חָלַם לָהֶם וַיּאֹמֶר אֲלֵהֶם מְרַגְּלִים אַתֶּם לִרְאוֹת אֶת־עֶרְוַת הָאָרֶץ  ט

 בָּאתֶם:

Introduce the new ׁזכר :שֹׁרֶש and prompt pupils to work out its meaning (he 
remembered).  

What did יוֹסֵף remember? Ask pupils to identify a familiar, repeated ׁשֹׁרֶש in this 
 (he dreamt – חָלַם ,dreams – חÏֲמוֹת ;חלמ) פָּסוּק

By repeating this ׁשֹׁרֶש, what is the פָּסוּק drawing our attention to? (the dreams that 
 (experienced when he was back in his father’s home יוֹסֵף

Challenge pupils to work in pairs to work out the meaning of the פָּסוּק. Prompt 
pupils to recall the meaning of the word מְרַגְּלִים (spies), by drawing on their פַּרָשָׁה 
knowledge (Îְפַּרָשַׁת שְׁלַח ל). Provide pupils with the meaning of the phrase עֶרְוַת הָאָרֶץ
(the weakness of the land). 

Give pupils some time to work out the meaning of the פָּסוּק in pairs using their 
large פְּסוּקִים and then encourage them to say the meaning of the פָּסוּק in their own 
words. 
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Pupils can complete the worksheet יוֹסֵף Remembers, יוֹסֵף 
Says by filling in the thought and speech bubbles, and 
then answering the comprehension questions.   

What does יוֹסֵף remember? ( מוֹת אֲשֶׁרÏֲוַיִּזְכֹּר יוֹסֵף אֵת הַח
 (.He remembers his dreams חָלַם

What reminds him of this? (the brothers bowing to him) 

What does he say to the brothers? (You are spies. You 
want to see the weakness of the land. 

אֶת־עֶרְוַת הָאָרֶץ בָּאתֶםמְרַגְּלִים אַתֶּם לִרְאוֹת  .) 

Challenge: How are יוֹסֵף’s words related to what we read in 'פָּסוּק ח? (He was 
speaking roughly וַיְדַבֵּר אִתָּם קָשׁוֹת.) 

7. Understanding Activity: יוֹסֵף Has a Flashback [U3]  (5 minutes) 

Highlight the words וַיִּזְכֹּר יוֹסֵף in 'פָּסוּק ט. 

What is יוֹסֵף remembering?  (His dreams in which his brothers and his family bowed 
down to him, the brothers’ response: ‘How dare you think you would rule over us.’) 

Display large בְּרֵאשִׁית ל''ז: ז' + ט' :פְּסוּקִים for 
pupils to compare to 'בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ב: ט. 

What do these פְּסוּקִים describe? (the dreams, 
which יוֹסֵף remembers now 'בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ב: ט) 

What happens in 'בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ב: ט that reminds יוֹסֵף of the dreams? (the brothers 
are bowing to him, like their sheaves bowed to his, and like the sun, moon and stars 
bowed to him in his dreams – the dreams seem to be coming true) 

Are there any differences between the dreams and 
their fulfilment? (In the second dream, the sun, moon 
and eleven stars, symbolising members of the family, 
bowed to יוֹסֵף – however only ten brothers actually 
bow to him here.) 

Pupils can complete the worksheet יוֹסֵף Has a 
Flashback to reinforce the connection between the 
 .פְּסוּקִים
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8. Summary  (5 minutes) 

Ask pupils to re-read 'ט'-פְּסוּקִים ז  and write questions to use for hot-seating the 
characters.  

Some example questions are given below. 

To יוֹסֵף:  

 What were your thoughts and feelings when you first saw your brothers?

 Why did you decide to talk to them harshly?

 What did you feel when you saw that your dreams were coming true?

 Was there anyone who was not with the brothers who you wondered about?

To the brothers:

 What were your thoughts and feelings when you came down to מִצְרָיִם? 

 How did the Egyptian leader behave towards you? How did this make you feel?

 What did you feel when he accused you of being spies?

Pupils can take turns to hot-seat characters, and be hot-seated as the characters. 
They can then write diary entries as the characters, or fill in thought bubbles with 
characters’ thoughts and feelings, to be displayed in the classroom. 
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Lesson 2: The Brothers Remember their 
Past Actions
Learning Outcomes: 
 To explore reasons for the way that יוֹסֵף treats his brothers initially

 To examine the brothers’ response to this treatment

Suggested study 
method for פְּסוּקִים: 

Hebrew Teacher summary 

כ''ב-בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ב: כ''א כ'-בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ב: י'   

By the end of this lesson pupils should: 

Knowledge Skills Understanding 

K2: Know that after being 
treated harshly by יוֹסֵף, the 
brothers reflect on their past 
actions and see the harsh 
treatment as 'ה’s punishment. 

K4A: Know the following 
new Hebrew keyword: 

 וַיַּעַן עªה
Know the relevant Hebrew 
keywords from previous 
units (see words 
highlighted in blue below 
and the table in front of 
this guide). 

K4B: Know the following 
key phrase: 
 אֲבָל אֲשֵׁמִים אªֲַחªְוּ עַל־אָחִיªוּ

S3: Read 
כ''ב-בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ב: כ''א  

accurately, accentuating 
syllables correctly and 
recognising basic 
 .אֶתªְַחְתָּא :טַעֲמֵי הַמִּקְרָא

S4: Comprehend the plain 
meaning of 

כ''ב-בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ב: כ''א . 

S5: Identify the word families 
and שָׁרָשִׁים of the keywords in 
these פְּסוּקִים. 
Identify the prefixes and 
suffixes of the keywords in 
these פְּסוּקִים. 

U1: Reflect on and discuss the 
likely feelings of יוֹסֵף and the 
brothers as they face each 
other after many years. 

U3: Compare and contrast 
the text of the brothers’ 
reaction to יוֹסֵף with their 
earlier treatment of him 
 .(ל''ז: י''ט, כ')

U4: Explore different 
interpretations offered by 
 behaves יוֹסֵף about why חז''ל
the way he does to his 
brothers. 

Words from Units 1-11 

New words this lesson 

Words from Unit 12 Lesson 1 
כא וַיּאֹמְרוּ אִישׁ אֶל־אָחִיו אֲבָל אֲשֵׁמִים אªֲַחªְוּ עַל־אָחִיªוּ אֲשֶׁר רָאִיªוּ צָרַת ªַפְשׁוֹ בְּהִתְחªªְַוֹ אֵלֵיªוּ וְלאֹ 

שָׁמָעªְוּ עַל־כֵּן בָּאָה אֵלֵיªוּ הַצָּרָה הַזּאֹת: כב  וַיַּעַן רְאוּבֵן אֹתָם לֵאמֹר הֲלוֹא אָמַרְתִּי אֲלֵיכֶם ׀ לֵאמֹר 
 אַל־תֶּחֶטְאוּ בַיֶּלֶד וְלאֹ שְׁמַעְתֶּם וְגַם־דָּמוֹ הִנֵּה ªִדְרָשׁ:
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1. Revision and Understanding Activity: Four Corners [K2, U1, U4] (15 minutes)

Display and have pupils read 'ט'-בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ב: ז . Highlight the new words and 
familiar words as below to help pupils recall the meaning and the main points of 
the פְּסוּקִים. 
ז וַיַּרְא יוֹסֵף אֶת־אֶ חָיו וַיַּכִּרֵם וַיִּתªְַכֵּר אֲלֵיהֶם וַיְדַבֵּר אִתָּם קָשׁוֹת וַיּאֹמֶר אֲלֵהֶם מֵאַיִן בָּאתֶם וַיּאֹמְרוּ 

מֵאֶרֶץ כªְַּעַן לִשְׁבָּר־אֹכֶל: ח וַיַּכֵּר יוֹסֵף אֶת־אֶחָיו וְהֵם לאֹ הִכִּרֻהוּ: ט וַיִּזְכֹּר יוֹסֵף אֵת הַחÏֲמוֹת אֲשֶׁר 
 חָלַם לָהֶם וַיּאֹמֶר אֲלֵהֶם מְרַגְּלִים אַתֶּם לִרְאוֹת אֶת־עֶרְוַת הָאָרֶץ בָּאתֶם:

Write the following question words on the board (or pupils could use question 
cubes to roll as dice): 

What? Who? Why? Where? How? 

Ask pupils to use the question words to think of questions about 'ט'-פְּסוּקִים ז . Some 
questions will be factual or have answers in the text; some will be discussion or 
thinking questions. Choose pupils to answer informational questions as they are 
asked in order to revise the פְּסוּקִים (encourage stronger pupils to identify which 
words from the פְּסוּקִים provide the answer). Write discussion questions that are 
raised on the board to be revisited later. 

Possible informational questions: Who is speaking in 'פָּסוּק ז? Why did the brothers 
come to מִצְרָיִם? What kind of voice did יוֹסֵף use when he spoke to the brothers? 
What event is יוֹסֵף remembering? Who recognises each other and who doesn’t? 

Possible thinking questions: What is יוֹסֵף thinking about when he sees the brothers? 
What about the events reminds יוֹסֵף of his dreams? Why don’t the brothers 
recognise יוֹסֵף? Why is יוֹסֵף behaving like this?   

Ensure that the question in bold is raised, as we want to explore different 
approaches the מְפָרְשִׁים had to this question. 

Write these questions on the board: Why is יוֹסֵף accusing his brothers? What is his 
plan? 

Put up the following five signs (Classroom Resources) at five different places in the 
classroom: 

 (ספרªו) PLANS TO SEE HIS DREAMS COME TRUE יוֹסֵף .1

 PLANS REVENGE ON HIS BROTHERS FOR WHAT יוֹסֵף .2
THEY DID TO HIM (לªאברב) 

 PLANS TO TEACH HIS BROTHERS TO CORRECT יוֹסֵף .3
THEIR MISTAKE (מדרש רבה) 

 DOESN’T HAVE A PLAN, HE IS LETTING G-D’S יוֹסֵף .4
PLAN CONTINUE TO HAPPEN (רמב''ן) 

5. OUR OWN OPINION
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Divide the class into five groups: each group should spend a few minutes at each 
option, discussing the approach, making sure they all understand it. At the fifth 
station, each group should add their own opinion. 

Once all pupils have had a chance to explore all five options, they should then 
choose the option that makes most sense to them by standing near it. They could 
then feed back about the reasons they chose this option. Able pupils could be 
asked to provide proof from the text for their choice.  

After this feedback, ask each group to discuss: What should יוֹסֵף do next? 

Some possible suggestions might be: 

 He should wait until all parts of his dreams come true before he does anything.

 He should get his brothers back for what they did to him.

 He should forgive them now.

 He should apologise to them for the way he used to behave towards them.

 He should reveal his identity.

 He should ask about his father and יָמִיןªְִּב. 

2. English Summary Activity [K2] (5 minutes) 

Ask pupils to summarise the content of  :כ'-י'בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ב  
using the worksheet The Brothers’ Response. 

3. Reading Activity: בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ב: כ''א [S3] (5 minutes) 

Model the reading once for the class, then, in order to emphasise that we are 
focusing on the brothers, pupils can be put into groups of ten to represent the 
brothers. (This was suggested as a reading strategy in Unit 11 when the brothers 
conspired to kill יוֹסֵף.) Each pupil can take a turn to read one word, with the פָּסוּק 
being read three times.  



Unit 12: יוֹסֵף Reveals Himself to His Brothers: מ''ה-בְּרֵאשִׁית ל''ט  – Revised March 2017

 Primary Chumash Curriculum 

Le
ss

on
 O

ut
lin

es
Te

ac
he

rs
’ G

ui
de

lin
es

Le
ss

on
 O

ut
lin

es

39 

4. Comprehension and Contextual Activity [K2, K4A, K4B,S4, S5, U3]  (10 minutes)
וַיּאֹמְרוּ אִישׁ אֶל־אָחִיו אֲבָל אֲשֵׁמִים אªֲַחªְוּ עַל־אָחִיªוּ אֲשֶׁר רָאִיªוּ צָרַת ªַפְשׁוֹ בְּהִתְחªªְַוֹ אֵלֵיªוּ וְלאֹ  כא

 שָׁמָעªְוּ עַל־כֵּן בָּאָה אֵלֵיªוּ הַצָּרָה הַזּאֹת:

Ask pupils to identify familiar verbs in  כ''אפָּסוּק  Use the .(וְלאֹ שָׁמָעªְוּ ,רָאִיªוּ ,וַיּאֹמְרוּ) 
verbs as a structure to comprehend the simple meaning of the פָּסוּק: 

They spoke: Who spoke? (the brothers to one another) 

They saw: What did they see? (יוֹסֵף’s anguish when he pleaded with them) 

They did not listen: What did they not listen to? (יוֹסֵף’s pleas) 

What do the brothers feel now? (guilt over their past treatment of יוֹסֵף, for which 
they feel they are now being punished – ּוªוּ עַל־אָחִיªְחªֲַאֲבָל אֲשֵׁמִים א) 

 is a key phrase of this unit. Encourage pupils to practise אֲבָל אֲשֵׁמִים אªֲַחªְוּ עַל־אָחִיªוּ
saying this phrase to each other, with expression and gestures to convey its 
meaning.  

5. Understanding Activity [U3] (10 minutes) 

Circle the phrase וַיּאֹמְרוּ אִישׁ אֶל־אָחִיו. 

Where have we seen this phrase before? Support pupils to discover that the same 
phrase was used in Unit 11 (בְּרֵאשִׁית ל''ז: י''ט) when the brothers conspired to kill יוֹסֵף. 

יט וַיּאֹמְרוּ אִישׁ אֶל־אָחִיו הִנֵּה בַּעַל הַחÏֲמוֹת הַלָּזֶה בָּא: כ וְעַתָּה לְכוּ וªְַהַרְגֵהוּ וªְַשְׁלִכֵהוּ בְּאַחַד 
 הַבֹּרוֹת וְאָמַרªְוּ חַיָּה רָעָה אֲכָלָתְהוּ וªְִרְאֶה מַה־יִּהְיוּ חÏֲמֹתָיו:

Display the פְּסוּקִים side by side (Classroom 
Resources). 

What were the brothers saying to one another in 
 (.יוֹסֵף Let us kill) ?כ' and בְּרֵאשִׁית ל''ז: י''ט

How is that linked to what the brothers are saying to each other now? (They are 
accepting their guilt for what they did to יוֹסֵף as a result of their plan to kill him.) 

Give pupils the worksheet Brothers Then, 
Brothers Now, and ask them to complete the 
speech and thought bubbles for the brothers. 

Just like יוֹסֵף had a flashback, his brothers also now have a flashback. 
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How does the תּוֹרָה show us that it is a flashback? (by repeating the phrase 
 (וַיּאֹמְרוּ אִישׁ אֶל־אָחִיו

Remind pupils that in Unit 11 we saw a similar repeated phrase: ּחַיָּה רָעָה אֲכָלָתְהו. 

Who first said that phrase? (The brothers when planning to kill יוֹסֵף) 

Who repeated that phrase? (יַעֲקֹב, on seeing the תªֶֹכְּת) 

Ask pupils to discuss in pairs: Why might the תּוֹרָה repeat a phrase in this way? 

 To make us think of another event (or events) in which this phrase is used, while
we are reading about this one

 To compare this event to something which has occurred previously

 To emphasise the significance of the use of this particular phrase

 To make us aware of the similarities and/or differences in the events in which this
phrase is used

Based on the paired discussions pupils have had, ask them to explain what the purpose of 
repeating the phrase  ׁאֶל־אָחִיווַיּאֹמְרוּ אִיש  might be here. (It contrasts the two events and 
shows how the brothers have changed – first they thought killing יוֹסֵף was the right thing 
to do, now they feel guilty for doing so.) 

6. Reading Activity: בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ב: כ''ב [S3] (5 minutes) 

Model the reading once for the class, then in the same groups of ten ask pupils to 
practise reading the פָּסוּק, one word at a time with each group member reading 
one word to the person beside them as with פָּסוּק כ''א. Have the groups read the 
words several times so that each pupil gets a chance to read each word. 

7. Comprehension Activity: בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ב:  כ''ב [S4] (5 minutes) 
וַיַּעַן רְאוּבֵן אֹתָם לֵאמֹר הֲלוֹא אָמַרְתִּי אֲלֵיכֶם לֵאמֹר אַל־תֶּחֶטְאוּ בַיֶּלֶד וְלאֹ שְׁמַעְתֶּם וְגַם־דָּמוֹ  כב

 הִנֵּה ªִדְרָשׁ:

Introduce the new keyword: הªע (to answer). Pupils should be familiar with words 
marked in yellow at the start of this lesson from previous units. Give pupils the 
meaning of ּתֶּחֶטְאו (they may know the ׁשֹׁרֶש from the תְּפִלָּה for יוֹם כִּפּוּר) and of ׁדְרָשªִ 
(requested). 

Use the worksheet רְאוּבֵן Says: I Told You So! to help pupils work out the simple 
meaning of the פָּסוּק. Alternatively, ask pupils to add two sets of speech marks to 
large פְּסוּקִים or on the board to show the following:  

1. What רְאוּבֵן is saying now: ׁדְרָשªִ הֲלוֹא אָמַרְתִּי אֲלֵיכֶם לֵאמֹר; וְלאֹ שְׁמַעְתֶּם וְגַם־דָּמוֹ הִנֵּה 

2. What רְאוּבֵן says he told them before: אַל־תֶּחֶטְאוּ בַיֶּלֶד 
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Extension: Ask pupils to refer back to כ''ב-בְּרֵאשִׁית ל''ז פְּסוּקִים כ''א  and look at the 
exact wording used by רְאוּבֵן when he cautions the brothers against harming יוֹסֵף. 
What does רְאוּבֵן actually say? How is it different to what he says here?  

8. Summary Activity (5 minutes) 

Ask pupils to look at the two פְּסוּקִים we have studied. What evidence do we have that 
the brothers remember and regret their actions? Encourage pupils to demonstrate 
their knowledge of the content of the פְּסוּקִים as well as of the repeated phrase 
 .וַיּאֹמְרוּ אִישׁ אֶל־אָחִיו

Challenge pupils to find something we have noticed before when looking at how יוֹסֵף 
and the brothers refer to each other: וּיִיםªִּכ. 

Which וּיִיםªִּכ are used in these פְּסוּקִים? (יוֹסֵף is called ּוªאָחִי and הַיֶּלֶד.) 

How do these words show us a change in the brothers’ attitude? (רְאוּבֵן called יוֹסֵף 
 and בַּעַל הַחÏֲמוֹת called him (יְהוּדָה except for) both times but the other brothers ’הַיֶּלֶד‘
never called him brother.)  

If there is time, pupils can be encouraged to act out their scenarios from Brothers 
Then, Brothers Now, either as a ‘Conscience Alley’ activity with one side talking about 
their feelings then and the other side about their feelings now. Alternatively, pupils 
could create two word clouds representing the brothers’ thoughts and words before 
and now. Online tools such as wordle.net or tagxedo.com could be used. 
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Lesson 3: יוֹסֵף Makes Himself Known 
Learning Outcome: 
 To explore the way in which יוֹסֵף reveals his identity and the brothers’ initial

reaction to this news

Suggested study 
method for פְּסוּקִים: 

Hebrew Teacher summary 
ג'-בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ה: א' ל''ח-בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ב: כ''ג   

 בְּרֵאשִׁית פְּרָקִים מ''ג, מ''ד

By the end of this lesson pupils should: 

Knowledge Skills Understanding 

K2: Know that יוֹסֵף is 
unable to restrain himself 
and asks members of his 
court to leave the room. 
 reveals himself to his יוֹסֵף
brothers; the 
brothers, in shock, 
cannot answer him. 

K4A: Know the following 
new Hebrew keywords: 

 עָמַד עמד
 חָי חַיָה

K4B: Know the following 
Hebrew key phrase:  

אªֲִי יוֹסֵף הַעוֹד אָבִי חָי   

K6: Know how רש''י 
understands the phrase 
 ªִ’ to mean thatבְהֲלוּ מִפªָָּיו‘
the brothers were 
ashamed. 

S3: Read 'ג'-בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ה: א  
accurately, accentuating 
syllables correctly and 
recognising חְתָּאªְַאֶת. 

S4: Comprehend the plain 
meaning of 'ג'-בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ה: א . 

S5: Identify the word families 
and שָׁרָשִׁים of the keywords in 
these פְּסוּקִים. 

Identify the prefixes and 
suffixes of the keywords of 
these פְּסוּקִים. 

S6: Accurately read words in 
 .script רש''י

S7: Comprehend the simple 
meaning of a ׁפֵּרוּש with 
support: רש''י on 
 .ªִבְהֲלוּ מִפªָָּיו – בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ה: ג'

U1: Reflect on and discuss the 
feelings of יוֹסֵף as he reveals 
himself to his brothers. 

Understand the importance of 
not embarrassing others, as 
shown by יוֹסֵף’s sensitivity 
towards his brothers’ feelings. 

U2: Identify a phrase from 
 that supports בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ה: ג'
the וּתªָׁפַּרְש approach: 
 הַבªַָת מִלִּים לאֹ בְּרוּרֹת
 .(ªִבְהֲלוּ מִפªָָּיו)

U3: Compare and contrast 
phrases from the פְּסוּקִים 
learned with phrases 
representing memories of 
earlier events. 

U4: Understand how רש''י’s 
explanation of יוªָָּבְהֲלוּ מִפªִ helps 
us understand the brothers’ 
reaction to יוֹסֵף’s revelation. 

Words from Units 1-11 
New words this lesson 
Words from Unit 12 Lessons 1 and 2 

א וְלאֹ־יָכֹל יוֹסֵף לְהִתְאַפֵּק לְכֹל הַנִּצָּבִים עָלָיו וַיִּקְרָא הוֹצִיאוּ כָל־אִישׁ מֵעָלָי וְלאֹ־עָמַד אִישׁ אִתּוֹ 
בְּהִתְוַדַּע יוֹסֵף אֶל־אֶחָיו: ב וַיִּתֵּן אֶת־קֹלוֹ בִּבְכִי וַיִּשְׁמְעוּ מִצְרַיִם וַיִּשְׁמַע בֵּית פַּרְעֹה: ג  וַיּאֹמֶר יוֹסֵף אֶל־

 אֶחָיו אªֲִי יוֹסֵף הַעוֹד אָבִי חָי וְלאֹ־יָכְלוּ אֶחָיו לַעªֲוֹת אֹתוֹ כִּי ªִבְהֲלוּ מִפªָָּיו:
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1. Contextualising Activity [K2] (10 minutes) 

Using the numbered Picture and Question Cards (Classroom Resources) pupils can 
work in pairs or groups to discuss the storyline from when שִׁמְעוֹן is imprisoned 
 יוֹסֵף is accused of stealing the goblet belonging to בªְִּיָמִין until (בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ב: כ''ד)
(end of פֶּרֶק מ''ד). 

A summary is provided in Classroom Resources for teachers’ use. 

For an additional challenge, the numbers could be removed from the Picture and 
Question Cards and pupils could be asked to put them in the correct chronological 
order. 

2. Trigger Activity: Who is in the Room? What Are They Thinking? [K2, U1]
(5 minutes) 

We are now about to begin a new וַיִּגַּשׁ – פְּרָשָׁה. 

Display the sixth Picture and Question Card. Ask 
pupils to discuss יְהוּדָה’s predicament at this point. 
What will he say to the ruler? How will he present 
his point of view? What will happen if the brothers 
return to עַןªְָּכ without יָמִיןªְִּב? 

Summarise ל''א-בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ד: י''ט  as follows: יְהוּדָה pleads for יָמִיןªְִּב’s release and 
recounts everything that has happened to them since they first set foot in מִצְרָיִם. 
 may die יַעֲקֹב he fears ,בªְִּיָמִין concludes by saying that if he now returns without יְהוּדָה
of grief. 

Display and distribute the worksheet יוֹסֵף is About to Speak. Discuss the possible 
thoughts and feelings of the characters at this moment (e.g. brothers: I wonder if he 
is going to put us all in jail; יְהוּדָה: I think I might have convinced him to spare יָמִיןªְִּב 
and so on). Then pupils can complete the worksheet. 
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3. Reading Activity: 'בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ה: א [S3] (5 minutes) 

Display 'פָּסוּק א on the board. Model read the פָּסוּק using familiar strategies and then 
pupils can practise reading the פָּסוּק. Ask pupils to identify any familiar words, and 
mark them as they are mentioned. 

4. Comprehension Activity [S4, S5] (5 minutes) 
וְלאֹ־יָכֹל יוֹסֵף לְהִתְאַפֵּק לְכֹל הַנִּצָּבִים עָלָיו וַיִּקְרָא הוֹצִיאוּ כָל־אִישׁ מֵעָלָי וְלאֹ־עָמַד אִישׁ אִתּוֹ  א

יוֹסֵף אֶל־אֶחָיו:בְּהִתְוַדַּע   

Introduce the new keyword עָמַד (stood) with mime and prompts (e.g. connect to 
the ‘עַמִידָה’, which is said standing).  

Using the large פָּסוּק with questions (Classroom 
Resources), ask pupils to highlight verbs and any 
familiar words, and then answer the questions 
below the פָּסוּק. 

Provide prompts to help pupils work out the meanings of the verbs (the שָׁרָשִׁים of 
 .(have appeared in previous units וַיִּקְרָא and יָכֹל ,הוֹצִיאוּ ,הַנִּצָּבִים

Provide the meanings of בְּהִתְוַדַּע (when he made himself known) and לְהִתְאַפֵּק (to 
hold back, to wait longer). 

Which word is repeated in this (לאֹ) ?פָּסוּק 

What does the first ֹלא refer to? (יוֹסֵף was not able to hold himself back.) 

What does the second ֹלא refer to? (No one was standing with him when he 
revealed himself.) 

Who is meant by no one, if the brothers are still in the room? (no servants) 

Ask pupils to return to the worksheet יוֹסֵף is About to Speak and add in anything 
else that might belong in יוֹסֵף’s thought bubble before he tells his brothers who he 



Unit 12: יוֹסֵף Reveals Himself to His Brothers: מ''ה-בְּרֵאשִׁית ל''ט  – Revised March 2017

 Primary Chumash Curriculum 

Le
ss

on
 O

ut
lin

es
Te

ac
he

rs
’ G

ui
de

lin
es

Le
ss

on
 O

ut
lin

es

45 

is. Ask the class to draw a red X on the characters that are no longer present in the 
room. 

5. Reading, Comprehension and Understanding Activity [S3, S4, S5, U1] (5 minutes)

Model read the פָּסוּק then have pupils read in pairs using familiar strategies.
 ב וַיִּתֵּן אֶת־קֹלוֹ בִּבְכִי וַיִּשְׁמְעוּ מִצְרַיִם וַיִּשְׁמַע בֵּית פַּרְעֹה:

Remind pupils of the בכה :שָׁרָשִׁים and שמע (Unit 8) and challenge them to work out 
the meaning of the פָּסוּק. 

What is יוֹסֵף doing? (crying) 

Who is in the room to hear him cry?  (Only his brothers; everyone else has left the 
room.) 

Who hears him cry but is not in the room? (מִצְרָיִם – the people of Egypt, including 
the Egyptians who were just sent from the room) 

Has יוֹסֵף actually revealed himself to his brothers yet? (no) 

Why do you think that for two פְּסוּקִים we know what is about to happen before it 
actually takes place? (to create suspense; to build up to what is about to happen, 
which is very important; to make us feel impatient just like the participants are 
feeling) 

6. Reading, Comprehension and Understanding Activity [K4A, K4B, S4, U1]
(5 minutes) 

Model read the פָּסוּק, then pupils can read in pairs using familiar strategies. 
וַיּאֹמֶר יוֹסֵף אֶל־אֶחָיו אªֲִי יוֹסֵף הַעוֹד אָבִי חָי  ג  

 וְלאֹ־יָכְלוּ אֶחָיו לַעªֲוֹת אֹתוֹ כִּי ªִבְהֲלוּ מִפªָָּיו:

Ask pupils to look for the חְתָּאªְַאֶת, which splits the פָּסוּק into two parts. Ask pupils 
to work out the meaning of the first half. 

Who is this about? (יוֹסֵף) 

Ask pupils to work out the second half.  

Who is this about? (the brothers) 

Remind pupils of the keyword וֹתªֲלַע (to answer) learned in Lesson 2. 

What did the brothers find themselves unable to do? (answer יוֹסֵף) 

Why might this be?  

Ask pupils to guess what ּבְהֲלוªִ might mean (shocked), and to show this with mime 
and facial expressions. 
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Ask the class to work in their pairs to answer the 
questions on the worksheet יוֹסֵף Speaks: 

 ?tells his brothers something. What does he tell them יוֹסֵף
 (אªֲִי יוֹסֵף)

 ?asks his brothers something. What does he ask them יוֹסֵף
 (הַעוֹד אָבִי חָי?)

How do you think יוֹסֵף might be feeling at this moment? 
(Clue: think about the question he asks the brothers.) 
(Pupils can suggest their own answers to include: 
uncertain, worried about יַעֲקֹב, unsure of the brothers’ 
reaction.) 

What is the brothers’ reaction when יוֹסֵף tells them who he is? 
 (וְלאֹ־יָכְלוּ אֶחָיו לַעªֲוֹת אֹתוֹ)

What are the brothers feeling at this moment? (יוªָָּבְהֲלוּ מִפªִ – shocked ) 

Choose several pupils to read יוֹסֵף’s words by heart:  י יוֹסֵף הַעוֹד אָבִיªֲִחָיא , and to recite 
the phrase in ways that show יוֹסֵף’s possible feelings. 

Choose several pupils to demonstrate how they feel in response to this revelation, 
using facial expressions and actions. 

7. Reading and Understanding רש''י [K6, S6, S7, U1, U2, U4] (15 minutes) 

As this is such a short רש''י, teachers may prefer working without the actual רש''י 
template, but using the principles of the template instead. Guidelines are given below 
for following the רש''י template, and can be shortened or modified. 

Distribute the Investigating רש''י template to pupils and ask them to find the רש''י 
comment on the ׁחוּמָש page. 
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Summarising the פָּסוּק and Questions on the פָּסוּק [S4, U2] 

Pupils can complete part A of the רש''י template on their own by summarising the 
 פָּסוּק in their own words and then think of any questions they have on the פָּסוּק
(part B). 

 Why is the first question יוֹסֵף asks about his father?
 Why couldn’t the brothers answer him?
 What was the reason for their shocked reaction?

Display the five וּתªָׁפַּרְש rules that pupils learned in Unit 
9 (Classroom Resources). Which of these rules might 
help us to formulate good questions? 

(The best match is ת מִלִּים לאֹ בְּרוּרֹתªַָהַב – What was the 
reason for the brothers’ shock and uncertainty?) 

Pupils can now complete part C of the רש''י template. 

Finding רש''י, the דִּיבּוּר הַמַּתְחִיל and Reading רש''י [S6]        

Ask pupils to locate the יוªָָּבְהֲלוּ מִפªִ – דִּיבּוּר הַמַּתְחִיל and complete part D of the רש''י 
template. 

Ask pupils to read this short רש''י in their pairs, and then copy the רש''י comment into 
part E of the template.  

Comprehending  [S7]  רש''י

 : דִּיבּוּר הַמַּתְחִיל 

Display the large רש''י on the IWB.  

Encourage pupils to work out the meaning of רש''י’s comment, and write it in their 
own words in Part E of the template. 

(For example: The brothers were shocked and unable to answer יוֹסֵף because of 
their feelings of shame over their past treatment of יוֹסֵף.) 

 s Question [U4]’רש''י

Ask pupils to refer back to the questions they raised in My Questions on the פָּסוּק. 

Which of these questions might be answered by רש''י’s comment?  (What was the reason 
for the brothers’ shock and uncertainty?)  
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Making Connections with רש''י [U1, U4] 

Pupils can now complete part F of the template where they summarise the פָּסוּק to 
include רש''י’s comment on the דִּיבּוּר הַמַּתְחִיל. 

Suggested answer: And יוֹסֵף said to his brothers ‘I am יוֹסֵף, is my father still alive?’ 
And his brothers were not able to answer him because they were ashamed (when 
they remembered how they had treated him). 

 .פָּסוּק א' s answer now helps us understand something that we learned in’רש''י

Ask pupils to look back at 'פָּסוּק א, and recall what  ֵףיוֹס  instructed the servants 
.(to leave his presence – הוֹצִיאוּ כָל־אִישׁ מֵעָלָי)

Who is with יוֹסֵף when he makes his revelation? (וְלאֹ־עָמַד אִישׁ אִתּוֹ בְּהִתְוַדַּע יוֹסֵף אֶל־
 (no one else, other than the brothers – אֶחָיו

Now we have seen the brothers’ reaction, and understood it with the help of רש''י, 
why might יוֹסֵף have done this? (He might have predicted that the brothers would 
be taken aback and ashamed to realise that this was יוֹסֵף – who they had treated 
so badly in the past. יוֹסֵף wanted to spare their feelings and not cause them 
embarrassment in front of his officials, so ensured that no one else was in the room 
when he revealed his true identity.) 

What can we learn from this? (to think about others’ feelings, and to avoid causing 
others shame or embarrassment) 

8. Summary Activity:  Looking at the Picture, Remembering the Past [U3]
(5 minutes) 

Display the two sets of phrases from Classroom Resources at opposite ends of the 
classroom. Ask pupils to look at each phrase from the current פְּסוּקִים (Set A), and 
discuss with their partner which ‘flashback’ it might trigger by selecting a phrase 
from Set B.  

Choose pupils to match the phrases and explain the reason for their choice.  This 
can also be done as a matching activity in table groups.  
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Pupils can also complete the worksheet Flashback for Everyone to reinforce the 
idea that memories and emotions are triggered in this scene. 

This scene we have learned about in these פְּסוּקִים is a turning point in the story. We 
will see next lesson what יוֹסֵף says to his brothers following his revelation. 
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Lessons 4 and 5 

Suggested study 
method for פְּסוּקִים: 

Hebrew 
ט'-בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ה: ד'  

Lesson 4: 'ו'-פְּסוּקִים ד  
Lesson 5: 'ט'-פְּסוּקִים ז  

 
Learning Outcomes: 

 To appreciate that 'ה guided everything that happened in the story
 To examine the use of the terms מכר and שלח and the way in which יוֹסֵף

interprets his role of שְׁלִיחוּת

Lesson 4: יוֹסֵף Interprets What Has 
Happened
By the end of this lesson pupils should: 

Knowledge Skills Understanding 

K2: Know that יוֹסֵף asks his 
brothers to come closer to 
him.  

 explains that they יוֹסֵף
should not be upset because 
 had planned everything ה'
and that he was a  ַשָׁלִיח of 'ה. 

K4A: Know the following 
new Hebrew keywords: 

 תֵּעָצְבוּ עצב
 יִחַר חרה
 וּלְהַחֲיוֹת חיה

K4B: Know the meaning of 
the phrase: 
לאֹ־אַתֶּם שְׁלַחְתֶּם אֹתִי הֵנָּה כִּי הָאÏֱקִים

S3: Read  :ט'-ד'בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ה  
accurately, accentuating 
syllables correctly and 
recognising basic טַעֲמֵי הַמִּקְרָא: 
 .אֶתªְַחְתָּא

S4: Comprehend the 
plain meaning of 

ט'-בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ה: ד' . 

S5: Identify the word families 
and שָׁרָשִׁים of מכר and שלח. 

Know the difference between 
הַהִפּוÍו'   and ו' הַחִיבּוּר (e.g. 

 and וַיִּגָּשׁוּ (מ''ה:ד')
 .(וְקָצִיר (מ''ה:ו')

U1: Reflect on and 
discuss the feelings of 
 and the brothers יוֹסֵף
as יוֹסֵף reveals his true 
identity and shares his 
perspective on events 
with them. 

U2: Identify the 
 and מכר :מִלִּים מªְַחוֹת
 and understand שלח
how they hint to the 
concept of 
 .הַשְׁגָחָה פְּרָטִית

Words from Units 1-11 
New words this lesson 

ד וַיּאֹמֶר יוֹסֵף אֶל־אֶחָיו גְּשׁוּ־ªָא אֵלַי וַיִּגָּשׁוּ וַיּאֹמֶר אªֲִי יוֹסֵף אֲחִיכֶם אֲשֶׁר־מְכַרְתֶּם אֹתִי מִצְרָיְמָה: 
ה וְעַתָּה ׀ אַל־תֵּעָצְבוּ וְאַל־יִחַר בְּעֵיªֵיכֶם כִּי־מְכַרְתֶּם אֹתִי הֵנָּה כִּי לְמִחְיָה שְׁלָחªִַי אÏֱקִים לִפªְֵיכֶם: 

 ו כִּי־זֶה שªְָׁתַיִם הָרָעָב בְּקֶרֶב הָאָרֶץ וְעוֹד חָמֵשׁ שªִָׁים אֲשֶׁר אֵין־חָרִישׁ וְקָצִיר: 
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1. Revision Activity [K2, U1] (10 minutes) 

To review events so far, display the Why? poster (Classroom 
Resources) and encourage pupils to ask Why? questions 
about events that have occurred so far, to share with the 
class (e.g. Why does יוֹסֵף treat his brothers in a harsh way? 
Why does יוֹסֵף send out his servants before revealing his 
identity?) Write pupils’ questions on the board as a trigger 
for paired discussion. 

Once pupils have discussed the questions in their pairs, 
prompt them to ask a bigger ‘Why?’ question about events. 
(Why do things have to happen in this difficult way? Why 
does יוֹסֵף have to go down to מִצְרָיִם, causing his father so 
much grief?) 

Ask the class to locate 'בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ה: ד and to find out who is speaking to whom. 
 to answer that bigger יוֹסֵף This might now be a chance for (to his brothers יוֹסֵף)
‘Why?’ question. He has now had time to understand the reason behind all the 
events that have brought him and the brothers to this point. 

2. Reading Activity [S3] (5 minutes) 

Display large  ד'פָּסוּק  on the board, and ask pupils to locate the חְתָּאªְַאֶת. Model the 
reading of the פָּסוּק once. 

Divide the class into two groups. Ask group A to read aloud the first phrase 
beginning וַיּאֹמֶר (up to the חְתָּאªְַאֶת) and group B to read the second phrase 
beginning with וַיּאֹמֶר as follows: 

Group A: ּא אֵלַי וַיִּגָּשׁוªָוַיּאֹמֶר יוֹסֵף אֶל־אֶחָיו גְּשׁוּ־  

Group B: י יוֹסֵף אֲחִיכֶם אֲשֶׁר־מְכַרְתֶּם אֹתִי מִצְרָיְמָהªֲִוַיּאֹמֶר א 

3. Comprehension and Understanding Activity [S4, U1] (10 minutes) 
וַיּאֹמֶר יוֹסֵף אֶל־אֶחָיו גְּשׁוּ־ªָא אֵלַי וַיִּגָּשׁוּ וַיּאֹמֶר אªֲִי יוֹסֵף אֲחִיכֶם אֲשֶׁר־מְכַרְתֶּם אֹתִי מִצְרָיְמָה: ד  

Prompt pupils to recall שָׁרָשִׁים from previous units (see highlighted פְּסוּקִים at the 
start of the lesson). 

Using the וַיּאֹמֶר Sentence template, ask 
pupils to work out the meaning of the פָּסוּק 
in their pairs, then summarise it in their own 
words. (יוֹסֵף tells the brothers to come 
closer, and then repeats that he is יוֹסֵף their 
brother, who they sold to מִצְרָיִם.) 
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Ask each group to read their phrase aloud again, whilst the other group – acting as 
the brothers – must show in some way that they understand what they are being 
told (e.g. group B standing up and approaching, and group A showing shock or 
emotion on their faces at יוֹסֵף’s words). 

4. Reading Activity [S3] (5 minutes) 

Model the reading of 'פָּסוּק ה for the class, then pupils can read the פָּסוּק in pairs, 
groups and as a class. 

5. Comprehension Activity [K4A, S4] (5 minutes) 
בְּעֵיªֵיכֶם כִּי־מְכַרְתֶּם אֹתִי הֵנָּה כִּי לְמִחְיָה שְׁלָחªִַי אÏֱקִים לִפªְֵיכֶם:וְעַתָּה ׀ אַל־תֵּעָצְבוּ וְאַל־יִחַר  ה  

Use mime, picture clues and facial expressions to support pupils in working out the 
meaning of the new keywords ּתֵּעָצְבו (be distressed), יִחַר (be upset), לְמִחְיָה (for food, 
sustenance). 

Remind pupils of the meaning of the words אַל (the same as ֹלא) and כִּי (because, 
for this reason) and of עַתָּה with an ע, a keyword from Unit 8. Prompt pupils to work 
out the meaning of הֵנָּה (here), and to then work out the meaning of 'פָּסוּק ה in 
pairs. 

Ask pupils to summarise 'ה'-פְּסוּקִים ד  in their own words by role-playing יוֹסֵף, using as 
much expression as possible as he speaks to his brothers. 

6. Understanding Activity [U1] (10 minutes) 

In these פְּסוּקִים, as יוֹסֵף is introducing himself to his brothers, we learn about his 
perspective on the things that have happened to him. Let’s explore his message to his 
brothers by looking at the words that are used. 

Display and distribute the worksheet I Am יוֹסֵף. Tell pupils 
that we will start by looking at the פְּסוּקִים we have 
learned so far ( ה'-ד' ). Ask pupils to complete the first two 
rows of the table by working through 'ה'-פְּסוּקִים ד .  

From the pattern of שָׁרָשִׁים so far, what is יוֹסֵף’s message 
to his brothers after he reveals his identity? (First he 
reassures them by asking them to come close, as he can 
see they are ashamed and possibly unsure about what he 
feels towards them. Then he refers to the fact that they 
sold him – as that is their last shared memory, and an 
issue that must be addressed. He tells them not to worry 
or be angry at themselves for selling him.) 
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What does יוֹסֵף say towards the end of 'פָּסוּק ה, which is a different way of looking 
at the fact that he was sold? (יªִַשְׁלָח – in fact, 'ה sent me)

Let’s see if this ׁשֹׁרֶש comes up in the next few פְּסוּקִים. 

7. Reading and Comprehension Activity [S3, S4] (10 minutes) 
כִּי־זֶה שªְָׁתַיִם הָרָעָב בְּקֶרֶב הָאָרֶץ וְעוֹד חָמֵשׁ שªִָׁים אֲשֶׁר אֵין־חָרִישׁ וְקָצִיר: ו  

Ask pupils to read the פְּסוּקִים in pairs and identify any familiar words. Support 
pupils with the meanings of the words תַיִםªְָׁש (hint: it means the same as יםªִָׁשְׁתֵּי ש), 
and חָרִישׁ וְקָצִיר. (What happens in a famine? There is no plowing or harvest.) 

Challenge pupils to find the two numbers in the תַיִם) פָּסוּקªְָׁש – two years; יםªִָׁחָמֵשׁ ש 
– seven years) and confirm that they add up to the total years of famine (seven)
predicted in פַּרְעֹה’s dream.

Ask pupils to summarise this פָּסוּק in their own words. (יוֹסֵף is talking to the 
brothers about the difficult situation they all find themselves in. There have been 
two years of famine, and another five are due to follow.) 

8. Summary Activity [U1] (5 minutes)

Remind pupils again of the big question that has been answered by יוֹסֵף in these
 .פְּסוּקִים

What do we learn from his understanding of events? (When we have difficulties in 
life, it is important to remember that it is all part of 'ה’s plan – even though we may 
not fully understand it.) 

To conclude the lesson, guide pupils in using the drama technique of ‘Thought 
Tracking’ as follows: 

Pupils are chosen to represent the characters, and freeze in position in the scene 
described in 'ה'-פְּסוּקִים ד , conveying thoughts and feelings with facial expressions 
and body language. The rest of the class stand in a circle around the frozen scene 
and, one by one, suggest out loud what the thoughts of each character might be. 
Encourage pupils to think about how characters’ thoughts might be in conflict with 
each other, or even within themselves. 

Alternatively, pupils can write a diary entry (or make a video diary) as יוֹסֵף or as 
one of the brothers, describing their thoughts and feelings in 'ו'-פְּסוּקִים ד . Entries 
should incorporate characters’ understanding of and perspective on events, and if 
this changes at all during the פְּסוּקִים. 
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Lesson 5: Do the Brothers Understand? 
Suggested study 
method for פְּסוּקִים: 

Hebrew 
ט'-בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ה: ז'  

Words from Units 1-11 

New words this lesson 

Words from Unit 12 Lessons 1-4 
ז וַיִּשְׁלָחªִֵי אÏֱקִים לִפªְֵיכֶם לָשׂוּם לָכֶם שְׁאֵרִית בָּאָרֶץ וּלְהַחֲיוֹת לָכֶם לִפְלֵיטָה גְּדֹלָה: ח  וְעַתָּה לאֹ־

אַתֶּם שְׁלַחְתֶּם אֹתִי הֵנָּה כִּי הָאÏֱקִים וַיְשִׂימªִֵי לְאָב לְפַרְעֹה וּלְאָדוֹן לְכָל־בֵּיתוֹ וּמשֵׁל בְּכָל־אֶרֶץ 
מִצְרָיִם: ט מַהֲרוּ וַעֲלוּ אֶל־אָבִי וַאֲמַרְתֶּם אֵלָיו כֹּה אָמַר בÎªְִּ יוֹסֵף שָׂמªִַי אÏֱהִים לְאָדוֹן לְכָל־מִצְרָיִם 

 רְדָה אֵלַי אַל־תַּעֲמֹד:

1. Revision Activity [K2] (5 minutes) 

Display the image of יוֹסֵף and the brothers (Classroom Resources) as a trigger, and 
encourage pupils to discuss what יוֹסֵף has said so far and how the brothers have 
reacted.  

Using a question cube, encourage pupils to ask questions about what is likely to 
happen next. (Examples can include: Will יוֹסֵף help the brothers in the next five 
years? How? How do the brothers react to everything they have heard? What will 
 (?see his father יוֹסֵף do to the brothers now? When will יוֹסֵף

Note these questions down, to be referred to later. 

Alternatively, if not done previously pupils can do a ‘Thought Tracking’ exercise as 
described in Lesson 4 Activity 8, or share their diary entries with the class. 

2. Reading Activity: 'פָּסוּק ז [S3] (5 minutes) 

Model the reading of 'פָּסוּק ז with expression, and then ask pupils to read the פָּסוּק 
in pairs, groups and as a class. 
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3. Comprehension Activity [S4, S5] (5 minutes) 
וַיִּשְׁלָחªִֵי אÏֱקִים לִפªְֵיכֶם לָשׂוּם לָכֶם שְׁאֵרִית בָּאָרֶץ וּלְהַחֲיוֹת לָכֶם לִפְלֵיטָה גְּדֹלָה: ז  

Display large 'פָּסוּק ז and challenge pupils to look for familiar words (see highlighted 
 ,שלח :שֹׁרֶשׁ at the start of the lesson). Encourage pupils to notice that the פְּסוּקִים
which we saw in 'פָּסוּק ה, appears here again. Introduce the new key verb ‘לְהַחֲיוֹת’ 
(to keep alive), related to the keywords ‘לְמִחְיָה’ in 'פָּסוּק ה and ‘חָי’ in 'פָּסוּק ב. 

Prompt pupils to work out the meaning of unfamiliar words. For example: What is 
 in fact יוֹסֵף What is (שְׁאֵרִית  – their survival) ?ensuring by giving them food יוֹסֵף
doing for the brothers? (saving their lives, rescuing them – לִפְלֵיטָה גְּדֹלָה) 

Ask pupils to summarise the פָּסוּק in their own words, emphasising how, by being 
sent by 'ה to provide food for his brothers during this time of severe famine, יוֹסֵף 
saves their lives. His presence in מִצְרָיִם for the brothers’ sake shows how 'ה 
protects and looks after every individual – הַשְׁגָחָה פְּרָטִית. 

4. Reading and Comprehension Activity [K4B, S3, S4, S5] (10 minutes) 
הֵנָּה כִּי הָאÏֱקִים וַיְשִׂימªִֵי לְאָב לְפַרְעֹה וּלְאָדוֹן לְכָל־בֵּיתוֹ וּמשֵׁל בְּכָל־וְעַתָּה לאֹ־אַתֶּם שְׁלַחְתֶּם אֹתִי  ח

 אֶרֶץ מִצְרָיִם:

Model the reading of 'פָּסוּק ח, and then ask pupils to read the פָּסוּק in their pairs. 
Challenge pupils to look for words they know – most of which should be familiar 
from previous units (see highlighted פְּסוּקִים at the start of the lesson). Which 
familiar ׁשֹׁרֶש are we seeing here yet again? (שלח) 

Ask pupils to summarise the פָּסוּק in their own words. (יוֹסֵף is saying that it is not 
the brothers who sent him to מִצְרָיִם, but in fact 'ה. It is 'ה Who has made יוֹסֵף like a 
father to פַּרְעֹה, and master over all of Egypt.) 

Challenge pupils to suggest any ideas in this פָּסוּק that are similar to what יוֹסֵף has 
said in 'ז'-פְּסוּקִים ד  says that events were not just the brothers’ doing, but יוֹסֵף) .
part of 'ה’s plan; יוֹסֵף is now in charge of מִצְרָיִם, and therefore able to provide his 
brothers with food, and ensure their survival.) 

The phrase קִיםÏֱלאֹ־אַתֶּם שְׁלַחְתֶּם אֹתִי הֵנָּה כִּי הָא is a key phrase of the unit. 

Ask pupils why this phrase might be key in terms of the message of this unit and 
the message that יוֹסֵף has for his brothers. 
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5. WordWork and Understanding Activity [S4, S5, U1, U2] (10 minutes) 

Display the three headings from Classroom Resources. 

ז'-פְּסוּקִים ד'  and 'פָּסוּק ח all contain information that can be 
placed under these headings. 

Display the phrases from 'פָּסוּק ח, and ask pupils to read them and arrange them 
under the correct headings. Then, display the phrases from 'ז'-פְּסוּקִים ד  and 
challenge pupils to sort these under the same headings. This can also be done as a 
group activity in tables. 

When the phrases are displayed on the board, ask pupils to point out the חוֹתªְַמִלִּים מ: 
 .which appear under the headings ,מכר and שלח

Pupils can complete the worksheet Sold and Sent to 
reinforce various forms of the שלח :שָׁרָשִׁים and מכר. This 
can also be done as a class activity on the IWB. 



Unit 12: יוֹסֵף Reveals Himself to His Brothers: מ''ה-בְּרֵאשִׁית ל''ט  – Revised March 2017

 Primary Chumash Curriculum 

Le
ss

on
 O

ut
lin

es
Te

ac
he

rs
’ G

ui
de

lin
es

Le
ss

on
 O

ut
lin

es

57 

6. Reading, Comprehension and Understanding Activity [S3, S4, U1]    (10 minutes)
רְדָה אֵלַי לְאָדוֹן לְכָל־מִצְרָיִם  אÏֱקִיםמַהֲרוּ וַעֲלוּ אֶל־אָבִי וַאֲמַרְתֶּם אֵלָיו כֹּה אָמַר בÎªְִּ יוֹסֵף שָׂמªִַי  ט

 אַל־תַּעֲמֹד:

Model the reading of 'פָּסוּק ט with expression, and then pupils can read it in pairs, 
groups and as a class.  Remind pupils of the keyword עמד – stand (Lesson 3), which 
in this פָּסוּק means delay.  Prompt pupils to help them work out the meaning of 
 .(in Unit 9 ירד :שֹׁרֶשׁ from the) רְדָה 

Pupils can work out the meaning of the פָּסוּק in their pairs and then summarise it in 
their own words. (יוֹסֵף tells the brothers to hurry and bring יַעֲקֹב his father to מִצְרָיִם. 
He tells them to give יַעֲקֹב the message that 'ה has made him ruler over מִצְרָיִם, and 
to hurry and come without delay.) 

Pupils can now complete the worksheet I Am יוֹסֵף begun in Lesson 4, and fill in 
 .s message to his brothers’יוֹסֵף

What does יוֹסֵף’s message to his father tell us about his perspective on events? (He 
is showing how strong his belief in 'הַשְׁגָחַת ה is. He tells the brothers to say ‘ יªִַשָׂמ
 (.’has made me ruler ה'‘ ’אÏֱקִים

7. WordWork: ו' הַחִיבּוּר and  'וÍהַהִפּו  [S5] (10 minutes) 

Ask pupils to look back over the פְּסוּקִים learned in Lessons 4 and 5, and spot the ו 
prefix whenever it appears. 

What does a ו in front of a word mean? (and) 
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This is called a ו' הַחִיבּוּר (connecting ו) because it connects two words or parts of a 
'ופָּסוּק  in ’חָרִישׁ וְקָצִיר‘ For example .פָּסוּק . 

Ask pupils what we know about וי and ות at the start of a verb? (It means ‘he + past 
tense verb’ or ‘she + past tense verb’.) 

Explain that this is a different sort of ו, called a Íו' הַהִפּו – it changes a verb from the 
future tense to the past tense. 

Show on the board: 

 they will come close = יִגָּשׁוּ

יִּגָּשׁוּוַ   = they came close 

Distribute sticky notes to pupils. Ask them to look through 'ט'-פְּסוּקִים ד , find 
examples of words with each type of ו, and write each word on a sticky note. They 
can then stick the words on opposite sides of the classroom or whiteboard, 
designated for each type of ו. 

Highlighted examples are shown below, and in Classroom Resources. 
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8. Summary Activity: 'ט'-פְּסוּקִים ז  [U1] (5 minutes) 

Distribute pieces of paper with different 
emotions written at the top (e.g. relief, 
happiness, shame). Encourage pupils to 
write at the foot of the page why the 
brothers might be feeling this way, then fold 
over the paper from the bottom and pass it 
to the person next to them to fill in and so 
on. This can be done in small groups, then 
read out the class. Discuss with the class 
that this is a complex situation that has 
triggered many conflicting emotions in the 
characters involved.  

In the next פְּסוּקִים we will learn how the 
brothers respond to יוֹסֵף’s words. 

Shame 

The brothers remember 
that they sold יוֹסֵף. 

The brothers remember 
how they plotted to kill יוֹסֵף. 
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Lesson 6: The Brothers Reconcile 

Suggested study 
method for פְּסוּקִים: 

Hebrew Teacher summary 
ט''ו-בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ה: י''ד י''ג-בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ה: י'   

Learning Outcome: 
 To explore how the brothers’ reactions develop from shock to acceptance
 To examine, using ideas learned from the text, the feelings, reactions and

interactions between יוֹסֵף and his brothers throughout the narrative

By the end of this lesson pupils should: 

Knowledge Skills Understanding 

K2: Know that: 

 cry and then בªְִּיָמִין and יוֹסֵף
his brothers speak to him.  

The word goes out in מִצְרָיִם 
that יוֹסֵף’s brothers have 
come to see him. 

K4A: Know the following 
new Hebrew keywords: 

 וַיִּפֹּל ªפל
 צַוְּארֵי, צַוָּארָיו צַוְאָר

 וַיªְַשֵּׁק ªשק

K6: Know how רש''י 
understands the phrases 
 דִּבְּרוּ אֶחָיו אִתּוֹ and וְאַחֲרֵי כֵן
 to mean that (מ''ה: ט''ו)
only after יוֹסֵף cried did the 
brothers finally speak to 
him. 

S3: Read 
ט''ז-בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ה: י''ד  

accurately, 
accentuating syllables 
correctly and 
recognising basic 
 .אֶתªְַחְתָּא :טַעֲמֵי הַמִּקְרָא

S4: Comprehend the plain 
meaning of 

ט''ז-בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ה: י''ד . 

S5: Identify the word 
families and שָׁרָשִׁים of new 
and previously learned 
keywords. 

S6: Accurately read רש''י's 
commentary on מ''ה: ט''ו. 

S7: Comprehend the simple 
meaning of a ׁפֵּרוּש with 
support: רש''י on ‘וְאַחֲרֵי כֵן’  
and ‘ֹמ''ה: ) ’דִּבְּרוּ אֶחָיו אִתּו
 .(ט''ו

U1: Reflect on and discuss 
the feelings of יוֹסֵף and his 
brothers now that the 
truth about his identity has 
been revealed. 

U2: Identify a phrase that 
supports the וּתªָׁפַּרְש 
approach: 
 extra) הַבªַָת מִלִּים לאֹ בְּרוּרֹת
meaning can be derived 
from ambiguous words) – 
 .וְאַחֲרֵי כֵן

U4: Understand how רש''י’s 
explanations of וְאַחֲרֵי כֵן 
and ֹדִּבְּרוּ אֶחָיו אִתּו help us 
appreciate the effect of 
 s tears on his’יוֹסֵף
brothers. 

Words from Units 1-11 
New words this lesson 

עֲלֵהֶם  וַיֵּבְךְּ  אֶחָיו־לְכָל וַיªְַשֵּׁק  טו: וָּארָיועַל־צַ  בָּכָהוּבªְִיָמִן  וַיֵּבְךְּ  אָחִיובªְִיָמִן־ צַוְּארֵיעַל־ וַיִּפֹּל יד
 בְּעֵיªֵייוֹסֵף וַיִּיטַב  אֲחֵי בָּאוּ לֵאמֹרפַּרְעֹה  בֵּית ªִשְׁמַע וְהַקֹּל טזאִתּוֹ:  אֶחָיו דִּבְּרוּוְאַחֲרֵי כֵן 

:עֲבָדָיו וּבְעֵיªֵיפַרְעֹה 
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1. Revision Activity: Role play [U2] (10 minutes) 

Use the colour-coded text from I Am יוֹסֵף and ask pupils to use the coloured words to 
summarise what יוֹסֵף told his brothers. Have we heard the brothers speaking yet? No. 
What might they be thinking? 

In pairs, pupils can prepare questions to ask the brothers in order to find out their 
feelings, for example: 

 Do you believe that this Egyptian official is really your brother?

 What convinced you? / What would it take to convince you?

 Are you glad to see your brother?  Why/why not?

 What would you say to your other brothers right now if the Egyptian official
wasn’t in the room?

 How do you think this is going to turn out?

 Are you going to do what יוֹסֵף tells you to do?

Ask different pupils to come and be hot-seated as the brothers and allow the class 
to interview them. 

2. Reading and Keyword Activity: פָּסוּק י''ד and ט''ו [S3, K4A] (10 minutes) 

Explain to pupils that in 'י''ג-פְּסוּקִים י  continues to reassure his brothers. He יוֹסֵף ,
tells them that he will give them גֹשֶׁן to live in and that they will all be provided for 
during the next five years of the famine.  

Display ט''ו-פְּסוּקִים י''ד  with new and familiar words 
highlighted. Introduce the three new keywords using the 
image of the neck (Classroom Resources) and miming the 
meaning of וַיִּפֹּל (fall on) and שֵּׁקªְַוַי (kiss). Also remind pupils 
of the meaning of בכה, which occurs three times in these 
two פְּסוּקִים. 

Display the פְּסוּקִים divided at the חְתָּאªְַאֶת, and ask pupils in 
pairs to read half a פָּסוּק each. 

3. Comprehension and Understanding Activity: ט''ו-פָּסוּק י''ד  [S4, U1] (10 minutes) 
וַיִּפֹּל עַל־צַוְּארֵי בªְִיָמִן־אָחִיו וַיֵּבְךְּ  יד  

 וּבªְִיָמִן בָּכָה עַל־צַוָּארָיו: 

וַיªְַשֵּׁק לְכָל־אֶחָיו וַיֵּבְךְּ עֲלֵהֶם  טו  

 וְאַחֲרֵי כֵן דִּבְּרוּ אֶחָיו אִתּוֹ:
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Working with the large פָּסוּק worksheet Crying, ask pupils to find and circle the 
verbs and to put the verbs in the boxes in the correct order. 

How does one verb lead to the next? How do they cause a chain reaction that 
finally leads the brothers to speak at the end of פָּסוּק ט''ו? (First יוֹסֵף cries on 
 kisses all his brothers and cries. This seems יוֹסֵף cries, then בªְִּיָמִין s neck, then’בªְִּיָמִין
to enable the brothers to finally speak.) 

4. Reading and Understanding מ''ה: ט''ו בְּרֵאשִׁית :רש''י  [K6, S6, S7, U4] (15 
minutes)

Pupils will study רש''י’s comments on two consecutive phrases in פָּסוּק ט''ו. The 
activity below outlines them both as being taught together. 

Distribute the Investigating 
 template to pupils and רש''י
ask them to find the רש''י 
comment on the ׁחוּמָש page. 

Summarising the פָּסוּק and Questions on the פָּסוּק [S4, U2] 

Pupils can complete part A of the רש''י template on their own by summarising the 
 פָּסוּק in their own words and then think of any questions they have on the פָּסוּק
(part B). 

 Why does יוֹסֵף cry and kiss his brothers?
 Why does יוֹסֵף kiss יָמִיןªְִּב first (פָּסוּק י''ד) and only now his brothers? 
 What makes his brothers finally speak now?
 What does it mean ‘וְאַחֲרֵי כֵן’ – after what? 
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We will be learning about what triggered the brothers to speak up now, for the 
first time since learning of יוֹסֵף’s identity. 

Display the five וּתªָׁפַּרְש rules that pupils learned in 
Unit 9 (Classroom Resources). Which of these rules 
might help us with this question? 

(The best match is ת מִלִּים לאֹ בְּרוּרֹתªַָהַב – What is the 
meaning of ‘ֹוְאַחֲרֵי כֵן דִּבְּרוּ אֶחָיו אִתּו’?  After what did 
the brothers finally speak up?) 

Pupils can now complete part C of the רש''י template. 

Finding רש''י, the דִּיבּוּר הַמַּתְחִיל and Reading רש''י [S6] 

Ask pupils to locate the וְאַחֲרֵי כֵן‘ דִּיבּוּר הַמַּתְחִיל’ and ‘ֹדִּבְּרוּ אֶחָיו אִתּו’ and complete part 
D of the רש''י template. 

Ask pupils to read this short רש''י in their pairs, and then copy the רש''י comment into 
part E of the template.  

Comprehending  [S7]  רש''י

Display the large רש''י on the IWB. 

Prompt pupils to recall familiar words (ּרָאוּהו – Unit 3; בוֹשִׁים – from רש''י learned 
on 'פָּסוּק ג). Support pupils in working out the meaning of unfamiliar words (ֹלִבּו – 
from Îְלְבָב in the שָׁלֵם ;שְׁמַע – whole, at peace, connected to the word שָׁלוֹם). 

Pupils can then work out the meaning of רש''י’s comment in their pairs, and write it in 
their own words in part E of the template. 

(For example: After the brothers saw יוֹסֵף cry, showing that he had no hard feelings 
towards them, they spoke to him – at first they had been too ashamed to do so.) 

 s Question [U4]’רש''י

Ask pupils to refer back to the questions they raised in My Questions on the פָּסוּק. 

Which of these questions might be answered by רש''י’s comment?  (What makes his brothers 
finally speak now?) 
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Making Connections with רש''י [U1 U4] 

Pupils can now complete part F of the template where they summarise the פָּסוּק to 
include רש''י’s comment on the דִּיבּוּר הַמַּתְחִיל. 

Suggested answer: And יוֹסֵף kissed all his brothers, and cried on them, and after his 
brothers saw from this that he had no hard feelings toward them, they spoke up – 
as up until this point they had been too ashamed. 

Where did we previously learn the reason for the brothers’ silence? (רש''י on  פָּסוּק
 revealed himself, the brothers weren’t able to speak because of the יוֹסֵף When :ג'
shame they felt over their past treatment of him.) 

Why do you think יוֹסֵף’s tears were reassuring to the brothers? (He was showing 
emotion by crying and kissing them all; he was acting towards them as a brother – 
which would reassure them that his words in 'פְּסוּקִים ד onwards were genuine, and 
that he really held no hard feelings towards them.) 

5. Reading and Comprehension Activity פָּסוּק ט''ו [S3, S4] (5 minutes) 
וַיªְַשֵּׁק לְכָל־אֶחָיו וַיֵּבְךְּ עֲלֵהֶם וְאַחֲרֵי כֵן דִּבְּרוּ אֶחָיו אִתּוֹ: טו  

Read the פָּסוּק and summarise it for pupils. This פָּסוּק ‘zooms out’ to the bigger 
picture – פַּרְעֹה and his servants’ reactions, and sets the stage for the י יִשְׂרָאֵלªְֵּב 
going down to מִצְרָיִם. This leads well into Unit 14 ('שְׁמוֹת פֶּרֶק ב) and the study of the 
events that follow. 

6. Lesson Summary Activity: How יוֹסֵף and his Brothers Feel About Each Other
Now [U1]   (10 minutes)

To summarise the פְּסוּקִים learned this lesson, and to capture the idea of zooming 
out from the events we looked at, ask pupils to imagine what might have been the 
headlines in Egyptian newspapers at the time. Encourage pupils to give a different 
perspective on the events that we have looked at in the פְּסוּקִים. 

Prompt pupils with questions such as: ‘What news has פַּרְעֹה just heard?’, ‘How did 
 introduce himself to his brothers?’, ‘What was their reaction?’, ‘What יוֹסֵף
happened after he introduced himself?’ 

If time allows, pupils can also write a newspaper article reporting on the events 
and the characters’ reactions. Encourage pupils to share their articles with the 
class. 
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Lesson 7: Revision and Assessment
1. Tell the Story [K4A]

Pupils can use question cubes to ask a range of questions about the narrative of 
the unit. Questions must include keywords and phrases, and deeper meanings 
learned in the פְּסוּקִים. 

Challenge pupils to think of as many questions as they can. They can then record 
their questions on individual cards and write the answers on the back. Pupils can 
use these cards to play the game Quiz-Quiz-Trade. Pairs of pupils each ask the 
other a question from one of their cards, and then swap cards when their question 
is answered. Then, each finds a new partner to ask their new question to, and swap 
cards again. This continues until pupils have gone around the class asking and 
answering each other’s questions.  

2. Looking Back [K2, U1, U2]

The aim of this activity is for pupils to think back to the thoughts, feelings and 
perspectives of the characters at various points in the story.  

Pupils are seated in table groups, with the Looking Back 
cards (Classroom Resources) in a pile in front of one pupil 
on the table (Pupil A). Pupil A picks up a card and reads 
the statement to the group. Each member of the group 
responds by giving their opinion on the statement and a 
reason, which is noted down by Pupil A. (e.g. The event 
that the brothers regret most is selling יוֹסֵף, because they 
are now so ashamed when he reveals his identity) 
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Pupil A then chooses whose opinion they most agree with, and that pupil picks the 
next card to continue the game.  

This continues until all pupils have had an opportunity to share their opinion about 
key points in the story, backed up with evidence from the פְּסוּקִים learned. 

 [K6, U4] רש''י .3

Using the worksheet Connecting רש''י, pupils can look back at the רש''י that was 
studied during the unit ('מ''ה: ג and מ''ה: ט''ו) and think about how the two are 
connected. 

4. Independent Learning [S5]

This activity assesses pupils’ ability to comprehend an unseen פָּסוּק. 

 have been provided from the sections of Unit 12 that were summarised in פְּסוּקִים
lessons ( ל''ד-מ''ד: ל''ב  and כ''ח-מ''ה: כ''ה ).  

Pupils can use the Independent Learning Checklist, along with the vocabulary 
provided with the פְּסוּקִים, to support them in comprehending the unseen text and 
asking deeper questions on the פְּסוּקִים. Highlighted versions of these פְּסוּקִים have 
been provided for reference. 
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5. Íו' הַהִפּו and ו' הַחִיבּוּר [S5] 

Pupils can complete the Íו' הַהִפּו and 'הַחִיבּוּר ו  worksheet to reinforce the two 
types of ו that appear in the פְּסוּקִים in this unit. 
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Up and Down Questions 

1. What are things like for יוֹסֵף at first in בֵּית פּוֹטִיפַר? 

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

2. When יוֹסֵף is sent to prison, what are things like for him?

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

3. When יוֹסֵף is asked to interpret the prisoners’ and פַּרְעֹה’s dreams,

what does he say? __________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

4. What does this suggest about the attitude יוֹסֵף has in every situation?

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

אֹהֶל 
 יַעֲקֹב

בֵּית 
 פּוֹטִיפַר

בֵּית 
 פַּרְעֹה

בֵּית יוֹסֵף 
 בְּמִצְרָיִם

בֵּית הַסֹּהַר  הַבּוֹר
בְּמִצְרָיִם

LO: K2, U1 
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 Says יוֹסֵף ,Remembers יוֹסֵף
Copy the underlined phrases from the פָּסוּק below into the correct 
bubbles, then answer the questions that follow. 

1. What does יוֹסֵף remember? _________________________________

________________________________________________________

2. What reminds him of this? __________________________________

3. What does he say to the brothers? ___________________________

________________________________________________________

Challenge: How are יוֹסֵף’s words related to what we read in ח' פָּסוּק ? 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

מְרַגְּלִים לָהֶם וַיּאֹמֶר אֲלֵהֶם  הַחÏֲמוֹת אֲשֶׁר חָלַםוַיִּזְכֹּר יוֹסֵף אֵת  ט

:אַתֶּם לִרְאוֹת אֶת־עֶרְוַת הָאָרֶץ בָּאתֶם

LO: S4 

What יוֹסֵף remembers: 
____________________ 

____________________ 

What יוֹסֵף says: 
_______________________ 

_______________________ 

___________________ 
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Has a Flashback יוֹסֵף

1. What is described in 'פֶּרֶק ל''ז פְּסוּקִים ז and 'ט? 

______________________________

______________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

2. What words in 'פֶּרֶק מ''ב פָּסוּק ט tell us that יוֹסֵף is
reminded of this?

____________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

3. What is happening in 'פֶּרֶק מ''ב פָּסוּק ט that is connected to 

 ?In what way do the dreams come true ?פֶּרֶק ל''ז פָּסוּק ז'

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

4. Are there any differences between the dreams and what actually

happens?

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

LO: U3 
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The Brothers’ Response 
Use the words in the box below to fill in the gaps in the story. 

The brothers said to ___________: We are not __________, 

we only came to buy __________, we are all ___________.  

When he insisted again, they said: We are actually ___________ 

brothers, the sons of one man from ____________. The 

youngest brother is with our __________ and another one is 

not here. 

 ___________ replied that he would only let them go if the יוֹסֵף

came to Egypt. He put them all in ___________ for three days, 

saying one brother should return to fetch ____________. After 

__________ days he agreed for ___________ brother to stay 

while the others returned with food and to fetch יָמִיןªְִּב.  

food prison עַןªְָּכ three 

youngest יוֹסֵף spies one 

father יָמִיןªְִּב brothers twelve 

LO: K2 
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_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

______________ 

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________ 
_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_________ 

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________

_______________ 

Brothers Then, Brothers Now 
Fill in the speech and thought bubbles with what the brothers were saying and thinking in 

כ'-בְּרֵאשִׁית ל''ז: י''ט  and what they are saying and thinking now. 

וַיּאֹמְרוּ אִישׁ אֶל אָחִיו

Brothers Then 
כ'-בְּרֵאשִׁית ל''ז: י''ט  

LO: U3 

Brothers Now 
 בְּרֵאשִׁית מ''ב: כ''א
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 !Says: I Told You So רְאוּבֵן
אַל־תֶּחֶטְאוּ בַיֶּלֶד וְלאֹ שְׁמַעְתֶּם וְגַם־דָּמוֹ הִנֵּה ªִדְרָשׁ":וַיַּעַן רְאוּבֵן אֹתָם לֵאמֹר "הֲלוֹא אָמַרְתִּי אֲלֵיכֶם לֵאמֹר  

Challenge: Where 
could we put additional 

speech marks for the 
words רְאוּבֵן told the 
brothers previously? 

LO: S4 
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 is About to Speak יוֹסֵף
 He is about to respond. Fill in the thought bubbles with what .בªְִּיָמִין plead on behalf of יְהוּדָה has heard יוֹסֵף
 .and the brothers might be feeling at this moment יְהוּדָה ,יוֹסֵף

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________ 

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________ 

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________ 

__________________ 

LO: U1 
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 Speaks יוֹסֵף

Use 'פָּסוּק ג to help you answer the questions below. 

 ?tells his brothers something. What does he tell them יוֹסֵף .1

________________________________________________________ 

 ?asks his brothers something. What does he ask them יוֹסֵף .2

________________________________________________________ 

3. How do you think יוֹסֵף might be feeling at this moment? (Clue: think

about the question he asks the brothers.)

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

4. What is the brothers’ reaction when יוֹסֵף tells them who he is?

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

5. What are the brothers feeling at this moment?

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

וַיּאֹמֶר יוֹסֵף אֶל־אֶחָיו אªֲִי יוֹסֵף 

הַעוֹד אָבִי חָי וְלאֹ־יָכְלוּ אֶחָיו 

לַעªֲוֹת אֹתוֹ כִּי ªִבְהֲלוּ מִפªָָּיו: 

(פֶּרֶק מ''ה פָּסוּק ג')

LO: S4, U1 
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 Read the פָּסוּק and summarise its meaning.

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

I am investigating _____ פָּסוּק   Aפֶּרֶק_____ 

 What questions do I have when I read this פָּסוּק? 

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

My questions on the פָּסוּק B 

 Which וּתªָׁפַּרְש rule could help me understand this פָּסוּק? 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

The וּתªָׁפַּרְש rule C 

 Find the רש''י in the ׁחוּמָש. 

 Copy the דִּיבּוּר הַמַּתְחִיל and write its meaning next to it. 

____________________________ _____________________________ 
meaning דִּיבּוּר הַמַּתְחִיל 

 D פָּסוּק on the רש''י

LO: K6, S6, S7, U2, U4 
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 Read the רש''י. Then copy it here.
Circle all the words you recognise.

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 

 :s comment in my own words’רש''י

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 

 Has רש''י answered any of my questions? 
Highlight the questions in Section B that רש''י has answered. 

 s comment E’רש''י

 Summarise the פָּסוּק to include רש''י’s comment.

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

Using רש''י to make connections F 

LO: K6, S6, S7, U2, U4 
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Flashback for Everyone 
Choose from one of the following phrases and write it in the relevant character’s thought bubble.  
What ‘flashback’ is triggered? Choose a phrase from earlier פְּסוּקִים that represents a memory of an earlier 
event to write in the other character’s thought bubble.  

לְהִתְאַפֵּק יוֹסֵף יָכֹל-וְלאֹ  
 could not stop himself from talking יוֹסֵף

בִּבְכִי קֹלוֹ-אֶת וַיִּתֵּן  
raised his voice and cried יוֹסֵף

חָי אָבִי הַעוֹד  
 ?Is my father still alive (asked יוֹסֵף)

לַעªֲוֹת אֶחָיו יָכְלוּ-וְלאֹ  
They (the brothers) could not answer

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________ 

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

_________________________ 

LO: U3 
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 Sentence וַיּאֹמֶר

1. Circle the words that tell us someone is speaking.

2. Who is speaking in this פָּסוּק? _______________ 

3. Draw a speech bubble or speech marks around the parts of the פָּסוּק that are spoken.

4. Underline any parts of the פָּסוּק that are not spoken.

אֲשֶׁר־מְכַרְתֶּם אֹתִי מִצְרָיְמָה:וַיּאֹמֶר יוֹסֵף אֶל־אֶחָיו גְּשׁוּ־ªָא אֵלַי וַיִּגָּשׁוּ וַיּאֹמֶר אªֲִי יוֹסֵף אֲחִיכֶם   

LO: S4 
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I Am יוֹסֵף 

Colour key: 
 Colour שֹׁרֶשׁ Colour שֹׁרֶשׁ
 שלח ªגש
 שומ מכר

1. Find and highlight the שָׁרָשִׁים listed in column 1, and complete
your own colour key above.

2. Write each ׁשֹׁרֶש in Hebrew in column 1.
3. How many times does each ׁשֹׁרֶש appear? (column 2)
4. In which פָּסוּק/ פְּסוּקִים  does each ׁשֹׁרֶש appear? (column 3) 

 Number of times שֹׁרֶשׁ
this ׁשֹׁרֶש appears 

 in which פְּסוּקִים
this ׁשֹׁרֶש appears 

come close 

sell 

send 

place/put 

In your own words, write what יוֹסֵף’s message is to his brothers, and 
how he wants them to view events. Use the four words in the table 
above in your answer. 
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

וַיּאֹמֶר יוֹסֵף אֶל־אֶחָיו גְּשׁוּ־ªָא אֵלַי וַיִּגָּשׁוּ וַיּאֹמֶר אªֲִי יוֹסֵף אֲחִיכֶם אֲשֶׁר־ ד
וְעַתָּה ׀ אַל־תֵּעָצְבוּ וְאַל־יִחַר בְּעֵיªֵיכֶם כִּי־מְכַרְתֶּם אֹתִי   המְכַרְתֶּם אֹתִי מִצְרָיְמָה: 

הָרָעָב בְּקֶרֶב הָאָרֶץ וְעוֹד כִּי־זֶה שªְָׁתַיִם  והֵנָּה כִּי לְמִחְיָה שְׁלָחªִַי אÏֱהִים לִפªְֵיכֶם: 
וַיִּשְׁלָחªִֵי אÏֱהִים לִפªְֵיכֶם לָשׂוּם לָכֶם   זחָמֵשׁ שªִָׁים אֲשֶׁר אֵין־חָרִישׁ וְקָצִיר: 

וְעַתָּה לאֹ־אַתֶּם שְׁלַחְתֶּם אֹתִי   ח יוֹת לָכֶם לִפְלֵיטָה גְּדֹלָה:שְׁאֵרִית בָּאָרֶץ וּלְהַחֲ 
ה וּלְאָדוֹן לְכָל־בֵּיתוֹ וּמשֵׁל בְּכָל־אֶרֶץ הֵנָּה כִּי הָאÏֱהִים וַיְשִׂימªִֵי לְאָב לְפַרְעֹ 

מַהֲרוּ וַעֲלוּ אֶל־אָבִי וַאֲמַרְתֶּם אֵלָיו כֹּה אָמַר בÎªְִּ יוֹסֵף שָׂמªִַי אÏֱהִים   טמִצְרָיִם: 
ט')-(מ''ה: ד' לְאָדוֹן לְכָל־מִצְרָיִם רְדָה אֵלַי אַל־תַּעֲמֹד:

LO: S4, U1 
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Sold and Sent 
Circle the suffix of each of the following words, and then circle the 
correct meaning of each word. The first one has been done for you. 

 שָׁלַחªְוּ .1 he sent  they sent  we sent  I sent

 שָׁלַחְתִּי .2 they sent  you (pl) sent  he sent  I sent

 שָׁלְחוּ .3 we sent  they sent  he sent  you (pl) sent

 שְׁלַחְתֶּם .4 you (pl) sent  we sent  I sent  they sent

 שָׁלַח .5 we sent  I sent  he sent  they sent

 מָכַרªְוּ .6 we sold  they sold  you (pl) sold  he sold

 מָכְרוּ .7 I sold  you (pl) sold  we sold  they sold

 מְכַרְתֶּם .8 we sold  they sold  you (pl) sold  he sold

 מָכַרְתִּי .9 I sold  he sold  they sold  you (pl) sold

 מָכַר .10 we sold  he sold  they sold  I sold

LO: S5 
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Crying 

Find and circle all the verbs.  Which verb is repeated three times? _____________ 

Write the verbs (in Hebrew and English) in the correct spaces below to show the order in which they appear. 

+ + + + =

What happens at the end of פָּסוּק ט''ו? _______________________________________________________ 

וַיִּפֹּל עַל־צַוְּארֵי בªְִיָמִן־אָחִיו וַיֵּ֑בְךְּ  יד

וּבªְִיָמִן בָּכָה עַל־צַוָּארָיו: 

ם  טו וַיªְַשֵּׁק לְכָל־אֶחָיו וַיֵּבְךְּ עֲלֵהֶ֑

וְאַחֲרֵי כֵן דִּבְּרוּ אֶחָיו אִתּוֹ:

_______________ _______________ _______________ _______________ _______________ _______________ 

LO: S4 
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Connecting רש''י 

What וּתªָׁפַּרְש rule helps us understand this פָּסוּק? 
__________________________________________ 
What question does רש''י answer? 

__________________________________________ 
Write רש''י’s comment in your own words. 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________

What וּתªָׁפַּרְש rule helps us understand this פָּסוּק? 

________________________________________ 
What question does רש''י answer? 

________________________________________ 
Write רש''י’s comment in your own words. 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________

Circle the word that both רש''י’s comments have in common. 
How are these two comments by רש''י connected? ___________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

What does this teach us about the brothers’ feelings and how these change? ______________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

LO: K6, U4 
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Independent Learning 

כִּי עַבְדÎְּ עָרַב אֶת־הַנַּעַר מֵעִם אָבִי  לב

 Îר אִם־לאֹ אֲבִיאֶנּוּ אֵלֶי וְחָטָאתִי לֵאמֹ֑

(פֶּרֶק מ''ד) הַיָּמִים:  לְאָבִי כָּל 

 took responsibility – עָרַב

 the lad – הַנַּעַר

 I will have sinned – וְחָטָאתִי

days (the) – הַיָּמִים
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עַבְדÎְּ תַּחַת הַנַּעַר עֶבֶד וְעַתָּה יֵשֶׁב־ªָא  לג

י וְהַנַּעַר יַעַל עִם־אֶחָיו: (פֶּרֶק מ''ד) ֑ªִֹאד  לַֽ

 instead of – תַּחַת
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כִּי־אֵיÍ אֶעֱלֶה אֶל־אָבִי וְהַנַּעַר אֵיªֶנּוּ  לד

י פֶּן אֶרְאֶה בָרָע אֲשֶׁר יִמְצָא אֶת־ אִתִּ֑

 אָבִי: (פֶּרֶק מ''ד)

Íאֵי – how 

 not with me – אֵיªֶנּוּ אִתִּי

 in case – פֶּן
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וַיַּגִּדוּ לוֹ לֵאמֹר עוֹד יוֹסֵף חַי וְכִי־הוּא  כו

יִם וַיָּפָג לִבּוֹ כִּי לאֹ־ משֵׁל בְּכָל־אֶרֶץ מִצְרָ֑

ה) הֶאֱמִין לָהֶם: (פֶּרֶק מ''  

 his heart turned away – וַיָּפָג לִבּוֹ

 believed – הֶאֱמִין



 Primary Chumash Curriculum Unit 12 Revised March 2017 R21 

כָּל־דִּבְרֵי יוֹסֵף אֲשֶׁר וַיְדַבְּרוּ אֵלָיו אֵת  כז

דִּבֶּר אֲלֵהֶם וַיַּרְא אֶת־הָעֲגָלוֹת אֲשֶׁר־

שָׁלַח יוֹסֵף לָשֵׂאת אֹת֑וֹ וַתְּחִי רוּחַ יַעֲקֹב 

 אֲבִיהֶם: (פֶּרֶק מ''ה)

 the wagons – הָעֲגָלוֹת

 to transport – לָשֵׂאת

his spirit was revived – וַתְּחִי רוּחַ 
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י  וַיּאֹמֶר יִשְׂרָאֵל רַב עוֹד־יוֹסֵף כח בªְִּי חָ֑

אֵלְכָה וְאֶרְאֶנּוּ בְּטֶרֶם אָמוּת: (פֶּרֶק 

 מ''ה)

 it is great – רַב

 before – בְּטֶרֶם
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Independent Learning Checklist 
 Tick each step as you complete it.

1. I found words, names and prefixes
and suffixes that I already know.



2. The new words in this פָּסוּק are:

______________________________

______________________________



3. I asked myself comprehension
questions about the פָּסוּק and worked
out some answers, e.g. Who is
speaking? Who is it about? What kind
of word is it?



4. I wrote down the questions that I
would still like to investigate further.



LO: S4, S5 
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: Íּו' הַהִפּו and ו' הַחִבּוּר 
Look at the words listed in the table below, which appear in Unit 12. 

 For each word, tick whether it starts with a  'וÍּהַהִפּו  or a ו' הַחִבּוּר, and 
then write down its meaning. 

 Word meaning ו' הַחִבּוּר ו' הַהִפּוWord Íּ פָּסוּק
מ''ב: ג'  וַיֵּרְדוּ

 מ''ב: ז'

 וַיַּרְא
 וַיַּכִּרֵם

 וַיּאֹמְרוּ

 וְהֵם מ''ב: ח'

 וַיִּזְכֹּר מ''ב: ט'

 וְלאֹ מ''ב: כ''א

 מ''ב: כ''ב
 וַיַּעַן

 וְגַם

 וַיִּקְרָא מ''ה: א'

 מ''ה: ב'
 וַיִּתֵּן

 וַיִּשְׁמְעוּ

 וַיִּגָּשׁוּ מ''ה: ד'

 מ''ה: ה'
 וְעַתָּה

 וְאַל

 וְעוֹד מ''ה: ו'

 מ''ה: ז'
 וַיִּשְׁלָחªִֵי

 וּלְהַחֲיוֹת

 מ''ה: ח'

 וַיְשִׂימªִֵי

 וּלְאָדוֹן

 וּמשֵׁל

 וַעֲלוּ ט'מ''ה: 

 Challenge: Circle all the שָׁרָשִׁים of the verbs. 

LO: S5 



A1: 1 

PaJeS Primary Chumash Aims 

Learning about Chumash 
(Knowledge-K) 

Ability to learn Chumash 
(Skills-S) 

Learning from Chumash 
(Understanding-U) 

K1 Pupil knows facts about the ׁחוּמָש. S1 Pupil can locate text in a ׁחוּמָש. U1 Pupil reflects on events, characters and 
 and elicits meaning and values חוּמָשׁ in a מִצְוֹת
from them. 

K2 Pupil knows events, peoples and places in 
the ׁחוּמָש. 

S3 Pupil can read text in a ׁחוּמָש. U2 Pupil understands how particular phrasing 
and grammar affects meaning of the ׁחוּמָש text. 

K3 Pupil knows the location of places 
mentioned in the ׁחוּמָש. 

S4 Pupil can comprehend the plain meaning of 
a ׁחוּמָש text by using key Hebrew words and 
phrases.  

U3 Pupil analyses and interprets ׁחוּמָש texts by 
comparing them. 

K4 Pupil knows keywords and phrases in the 
 .חוּמָשׁ

S5 Pupil can apply knowledge of Hebrew 
grammar to help them comprehend ׁחוּמָש text. 

U4 Pupil understands the meaning of פֵּרוּשִׁים. 

K5 Pupil knows some Halachic sections in the 
 .חוּמָשׁ

S6 Pupil can read vowelled פֵּרוּשִׁים. 

K6 Pupil knows selections of פֵּרוּשִׁים and 
 .חוּמָשׁ in the מִדְרָשִׁים

S7 Pupil can comprehend the plain meaning of 
a ׁמְפָרֵש. 

‘Can Do’ Statements for Pupils 
The overall aim of the PaJeS Primary Chumash Project is to help teachers ensure that pupils leaving primary schools are: 

 independent ׁחוּמָש learners who have good levels of knowledge, skills and understanding in ׁחוּמָש
 engaged in ׁחוּמָש learning and inspired by its messages

The following table maps out how these overall aims can be defined in more detail. 
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Learning about Chumash (Knowledge-K) Learning about Chumash (Knowledge-K) 

1. I know that the  תּוֹרָה was given by  ה' to  מֹשֶׁה at יªָסִי. 
(K1) 

1. I know that each פַּרָשָׁה has its own name and is read in
the סֶת בֵּיתªְֶּהַכ  on שַׁבָּת once a year. (K1) 

2. I know that the חוּמָש is the printed version of
the   תּוֹרָה סֵפֶר . (K1) 

2. I know the names of the  פַּרְשִׁיוֹת in בְּרֵאשִׁית סֵפֶר . (K1) 

3. I know the names of the five books of the תּוֹרָה. (K1) 3. I know the names of people in the הַשָּׁבוּעַ  פַּרָשַׁת  stories 
and how they are related to each other. (K2) 

4. I can talk about stories I learned from הַשָּׁבוּע פַּרָשַׁת . 
(K2) 

4. I know that a ׁמִדְרָש explains the meaning of a ׁחוּמָש story
but is not written in the ׁחוּמָש. (K6) 

Ability to learn Chumash (Skills-S) Ability to learn Chumash (Skills-S) 

1. I can read Hebrew words on a blank page. (S3) 1. I can read Hebrew words and phrases on a blank page.
(S3) 

2. I can explain the meaning of a few Hebrew words and
phrases in the הַשָּׁבוּעַ  פַּרָשַׁת  story. (S4) 

Learning from Chumash (Understanding-U) Learning from Chumash (Understanding-U) 

1. I can describe the feelings of people I have learned
about in הַשָּׁבוּעַ  פַּרָשַׁת . (U1) 

1. I can talk about the מִידוֹת that I learn from הַשָּׁבוּעַ  פַּרָשַׁת . 
(U1) 

2. I understand that my ׁחוּמָש contains the actual words of
the תּוֹרָה and that it must be treated with care and respect. 
(U1) 

Level 2 (suggested by the end of Year 2) Level 1 (suggested by the end of Year 1)
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Learning about Chumash 
(Knowledge-K) 

Ability to learn Chumash 
(Skills-S) 

Learning from Chumash 
(Understanding-U) 

Level 3c 
1. I know the names of the פַּרָשָׁה and
 I am learning. (K1) סֵפֶר

Level 3c 
1. I can show where a פָּסוּק begins
and ends in my ׁחוּמָש. (S1) 

Level 3c 
1. I can describe the feelings of
the people I have learned about 
in my ׁחוּמָש. (U1) 2. I know, giving only a few details,

most of the story in the unit. (K2) 
2. I can find the place in my ׁחוּמָש. 
(S1) 

3. I know where יִשְׂרָאֵל אֶרֶץ  is on a map 
of the Middle East. (K3) 

3. I can read selected words on a
 page. (S3) חוּמָשׁ

4. I know the meaning of some of the
keywords from the unit(s). (K4) 

4. I can work out the meaning of
part of a פָּסוּק using keywords I 
know. (S4) 

2. I can find, with a bit of help,
words in the story that repeat 
themselves and understand how 
these words give clues to the 
 .I can learn from the story מִידוֹת
(U2) 

5. I know that a ׁפֵּירוּש explains the
meaning of a ׁחוּמָש text but is not part 
of the ׁחוּמָש text. (K6) 

Level 3b 
1. I can accurately retell most of the
 narrative of the unit. (K2) תּוֹרָה

Level 3b 
1. I can find any פָּסוּק in

בְּרֵאשִׁית סֵפֶר  and also find the 
 (S1) .אֶתªְַחְתָּא

Level 3b 
1. I can describe the values/מִידוֹת
I learn from my ׁחוּמָש and, with a 
little help, say how they connect 
to my own life. (U1) 

2. I know where most places in the unit
are on a map with some places filled in. 
(K3) 

2. I can read words and phrases
on a ׁחוּמָש page. (S3) 

2. I can find, with a bit of help,
words and phrases in the story 
that repeat themselves and 
understand how these words give 
clues to the מִידוֹת I can learn from 
the story. (U2) 

Primary Chumash Level Descriptors: Levels 3c, 3b and 3a (suggested by the end of Year 4)
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3. I know the meaning of the keywords
and phrases in the unit. (K4) 

3. I can work out, with some help,
the meaning of some פְּסוּקִים 
using Hebrew keywords that I 
know. (S4) 

3. I can describe, with a bit of
help, similarities and differences 
in two phrases I have learned. 
(U3) 

4. I can explain the details of a מִצְוָה
mentioned in the unit. (K5) 

4. I can find word families and
prefixes and suffixes ('stick-ons') 
in the units I have learned. (S5) 

Level 3a 

1. I know most of the people and places
in the units studied. (K2) 

Level 3a 

1. I can read most פְּסוּקִים
accurately, saying syllables 
correctly and pausing at the 
 (S3) .אֶתªְַחְתָּא

Level 3a 

1. I can describe the values/מִידוֹת
I learn from my ׁחוּמָש and say how 
they connect to my own life. (U1) 

2. I know where most of the places and
areas named in the unit can be found. 
(K3) 

2. I can work out, with a bit of
help, the meaning of most פְּסוּקִים 
using Hebrew words in the text. 
(S4) 

2. I can find, with increasing
independence, words or phrases 
that give clues to the מִידוֹת I can 
learn from the story. (U2) 

3. I recognise word families of keywords
in the unit studied. (K4) 

3. I can find Hebrew words that
are masculine/feminine and 
singular/ plural, to help me 
explain the פְּסוּקִים I learn. (S5) 

3. l can describe, with a bit of
help, similarities and differences 
in two texts I have learned. (U3) 

4. I can explain which מִצְוֹת in the unit
studied apply nowadays. (K5) 

4. I can explain, with a bit of help,
the reason why י''רש  comments 
on a word or phrase. (U4) 

5. I can retell in my own words the
commentary of a ׁמְפָרֵש in the unit 
studied. (K6) 
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Learning about Chumash 
(Knowledge-K) 

Ability to learn Chumash 
(Skills-S) 

Learning from Chumash 
(Understanding-U) 

Level 4c 
1. I know how a ׁפֵּירוּש or ׁמִדְרָש clarifies
and extends the ׁחוּמָש text. (K6) 

Level 4c 
1. I can find a ׁחוּמָש text anywhere in

בְּרֵאשִׁית סֵפֶר  and identify the חְתָּאªְַאֶת 
and פָּסוּק סוֹף . (S1) 

Level 4c 
1. I ask questions about the actions
of people in the ׁחוּמָש story and 
suggest some answers. I can link 
these questions and answers, with 
a bit of help, to my own feelings 
and experiences. (U1) 

2. I can identify, independently,
repeated words or phrases in the 
text that provide clues to its 
overall messages. (U2) 

3. I can infer meaning, with a bit
of help, from the similarities and 
differences of two texts I have 
studied. (U3) 

4. I can explain, with some help,
the reason why י''רש  comments 
on a word or phrase. (U4) 

Level 4b 
1. I know that the תּוֹרָה consists of the
Written and Oral Law (written in the 
 (K1) .(תַּלְמוּד and מִשªְָׁה

Level 4b 
1. I can find a פָּסוּק in any סֵפֶר of the
 (S1) .חוּמָשׁ

Level 4b 
1. I can link the questions and
suggested answers I have about 
people, stories or מִצְוֹת, with a bit 
of help, to my own experiences 
and feelings. I recognise that 
some questions are difficult to 
answer. (U1) 

Primary Chumash Level Descriptors: Levels 4c, 4b and 4a (suggested by the end of Year 6) 
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2. I can place events that occur in the
units in chronological order. (K2) 

2. I can read all פְּסוּקִים in the units
accurately and fluently, using חְתָּאªְַאֶת 
and פָּסוּק סוֹף . (S3) 

2. I can explain, independently, the
reason why י''רש  comments on a 
word or phrase. (U4) 

3. I can recognise the meaning of
keywords and phrases in this unit and 
most of the previous units. (K4) 

3. I can summarise, using Hebrew
words in the text, the main messages 
of the ׁחוּמָש text I am learning. (S4) 

4. I can explain examples of how the
Oral Law helps us to practise מִצְוֹת. (K5) 

4. I can apply my knowledge of word
families and שָׁרָשִׁים, as well as prefixes 
and suffixes, to new words to help me 
comprehend a פָּסוּק I am studying. (S5) 

5. I know the names of some מְפָרְשִׁים and
some of their biographical details. (K6) 

5. I can explain from the Hebrew text
the plain meaning of a simple  ִׁים(מְפָרְש(  
with support. (S7) 

Level 4a 

1. I know almost all the important places
and geographical features that are 
connected to most of the units I have 
studied. (K3) 

Level 4a 

1. I can apply my knowledge of simple
grammatical structures, like masculine 
and feminine, singular and plural, to 
help me comprehend פְּסוּקִים I am 
learning. (S5) 

Level 4a 

1. I ask moral questions about the
behaviour of characters in the 
 I propose and debate .חוּמָשׁ
possible solutions, linking these 
questions and responses to my 
own experiences and feelings. (U1) 

2. I recognise a growing number of ׁשֹׁרֶש
forms of the verb keywords and word 
families of most of the nouns studied in 
the units. (K4) 

2. I can explain from the Hebrew text
the plain meaning of a more difficult 

)ים(מְפָרְשִׁ   with support. (S7) 

2. I can infer meaning,
independently, from the 
similarities and differences of two 
texts I have studied. (U3) 

3. I know the names of all the מְפָרְשִׁים in
the units studied and their biographical 
details. (K6) 

3. I can explain, independently, the
reason why any ׁפֵּירוּש (e.g. י''רש , 

עזרא אבן ) in the units comments on 
a word or phrase. (U4) 
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Learning about Chumash 
 (Knowledge-K) 

Ability to learn Chumash 
(Skills-S) 

Learning from Chumash 
 (Understanding-U) 

Level 5c 
1. I make associations, with support,
between people, places and events 
mentioned in the units. (K2) 

Level 5c 
1. I can read most new/unseen
 accurately and fluently using פְּסוּקִים
פָּסוּק סוֹף and אֶתªְַחְתָּא . (S3) 

Level 5c 
1. I can analyse a range of
viewpoints on questions about 
characters, events and מִצְוֹת 
studied in the units and 
articulate how these may impact 
on my own life. (U1) 

2. I can identify the important places
and geographical features that are 
connected to most of the units on an 
empty outline map of the ancient 
Middle East. (K3) 

2. I can explain simple new/unseen
 and gain, with חוּמָשׁ in the פְּסוּקִים
support, information from them. 
(S4) 

2. I can suggest how to interpret
particular phrasing or style in a 
text to clarify the meaning of 
the text. (U2) 

3. I make links between keywords and
phrases in the units studied and can 
explain the similarities and differences 
between the contexts in which they 
appear. (K4) 

3. I can also apply more complex
grammatical structures, like ו 'Íהַהִפּו  
and verb conjugations, to help me 
comprehend new פְּסוּקִים. (S5) 

3. I can articulate my own
responses to questions arising 
from the differences and 
similarities of two or more texts 
I have studied. (U3) 

4. I can explain some of the different
opinions in the commentaries 
regarding the meaning of a text in the 
units studied. (K6) 

4. I can read vowelled words written
in י''רש  script accurately. (S6) 

4. I can analyse how the  ִׁים(מְפָרְש(
in the unit studied fills a gap, or 
answers a question, in the ׁחוּמָש 
text I have studied. (U4) 

5. I can explain from the Hebrew
text the plain meaning of a simple 

)ים(מְפָרְשִׁ   independently. (S7) 

Primary Chumash Level Descriptors: Level 5 (HA pupils suggested by the end of Year 6)
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Level 5b 

1. I make independent associations
between people, places and events 
mentioned in the units studied. (K2) 

Level 5b 

1. I can read all new/unseen פְּסוּקִים
accurately and fluently using 
פָּסוּק סוֹף and אֶתªְַחְתָּא . (S3) 

Level 5b 

1. I can analyse, evaluate and
respond to questions about 
characters, events and מִצְוֹת in 
simple unfamiliar texts and 
articulate how these may impact 
on my own life. (U1) 

2. I can identify the important places
and geographical features connected 
to all the units studied on an empty 
outline map of the ancient Middle 
East. (K3) 

2. I can explain simple new/unseen
 and gain חוּמָשׁ in the פְּסוּקִים
information from them 
independently. (S4) 

2. I can suggest interpretations
of simple unfamiliar texts and 
clarify their meaning. (U2) 

3. I make links between keywords and
phrases in unfamiliar texts and can 
explain the similarities and differences 
between the contexts in which they 
appear. (K4) 

3. I can independently apply more
complex grammatical structures, like 

הַהִפּוÍ' ו  and verb conjugations, to 
help me explain new פְּסוּקִים. (S5) 

3. I can analyse and articulate
questions arising from 
differences and similarities of 
two or more simple, unfamiliar 
texts. (U3) 

4. I can explain all the different
opinions in the commentaries 
regarding the meaning of a text in the 
units studied. (K6) 

4. I can read a whole vowelled י''רש
comment in י''רש  script accurately. 
(S6) 

4. I can analyse how a  ִׁים(מְפָרְש(
in the unit studied fills a gap, 
answers a question or explains 
an anomaly in a simple, 
unfamiliar text. (U4) 

5. I can independently explain the
plain meaning of a more difficult 

)ים(מְפָרְשִׁ  . (S7) 



CHUMASH CURRICULUM UNIT PLANNING GRID 

A2: 1 

Suggested for Year 3 – four units –  סֵפֶר בְּרֵאשִׁית 

TITLE OF UNIT פְּסוּקִים פֶּרֶק פַּרְשָׁה

U1 אַבְרָם Goes to the Land Îְל Íֶל

U2 אַבְרָם and לוֹט Part Company  ÍֶלÎְל

U3 אַבְרָהָם Welcomes Visitors וַיֵּרָא

U4 The Birth of וַיֵּרָא יִצְחָק

Suggested for Year 4 – four units – סֵפֶר בְּרֵאשִׁית 

TITLE OF UNIT פְּסוּקִים פֶּרֶק פַּרְשָׁה

U5 Choosing a Wife for יִצְחָק 
חַיֵּי שָׂרָה

U6 The Birth of יַעֲקֹב and תּוֹלְדֹת עֵשָׂו

U7 The תּוֹלְדֹת בְּכֹרָה

U8 The תּוֹלְדֹת בְּרָכוֹת



CHUMASH CURRICULUM UNIT PLANNING GRID 

A2: 2 

Suggested for Year 5 – four units – סֵפֶר בְּרֵאשִׁית 

TITLE OF UNIT פְּסוּקִים פֶּרֶק פַּרְשָׁה

U9 יַעֲקֹב’s Dream וַיֵּצֵא

U10 יוֹסֵף’s Dreams וַיֵּשֶׁב

U11 יוֹסֵף is Sold into Slavery  ל''ו - י''ב וַיֵּשֶׁב

U12 יוֹסֵף Reveals himself to his 
Brothers 

ל''ח - כ''א
כ''ח - א'

ל''ד -  ט''ז
ט''ז - א'

 מ''ב
 מ''ג
 מ''ד
מ''ה

וַיִּגַּשׁ

Suggested for Year 6 – two units – סֵפֶר שְׁמוֹת and סֵפֶר וַיִּקְרָא 

TITLE OF UNIT פְּסוּקִים פֶּרֶק פַּרְשָׁה

U13 

Chagim Unit: 

 סוּכּוֹת and יוֹם כִּיפּוּר – ראֹשׁ הַשªָָׁה
in the ׁחוּמָש and תּוֹרָה שֶׁבְּעַל פֶּה 

מ"ד - כ"ג ג"כ   וַיִּקְרָא 

U14 ּוªמֹשֶׁה רַבֵּי – What Can we Learn
from his Early Years? 

בכ" - א' ב:  שְׁמוֹת  ב' 
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PaJeS Primary Chumash Curriculum – Skills and Understanding Spiral 
Chumash Readiness-Unit 14 
December 2017/Kislev 5778 

Please note: 
 It is assumed that skills that are repeated regularly (such as reading פְּסוּקִים, basic grammar skills etc.) will be mastered by the majority of

pupils (at least 70%) within three units.
 Skills that may take longer to master are kept in the introduction list for several units (e.g. comprehension of ). 
 Where a skill is not listed in subsequent units, teachers should be sensitive to pupils who have not yet mastered the skill, and continue to

work individually with them.
 Skills are identified by their corresponding CCF number (S1, S2 etc.). A new skill or progression within a particular skill (e.g. progression

in S5) is indicated in bold.

Unit Skills Understanding 

Chumash 
Readiness 

1. Identifying the beginnings and ends of פְּסוּקִים S1
2. Finding the פֶּרֶק and the פָּסוּק with the help of גְמַטְרִיָה S1
3. Decoding words and phrases with accuracy S3

1. Understanding the importance of a ׁחוּמָש and treating it with
respect U1 

Unit 1 1. Finding the place in a ׁחוּמָש S1
2. Reading most פְּסוּקִים in this unit accurately S3
3. Comprehending plain meaning of תּוֹרָה text with support S4
4. Identifying word families/הלכאֶרֶץברכ, גדל,  :שָׁרָשִׁים ,  S5 
5. Use of noun prefixes to help comprehend text S5

 מ ה ב ו
בָּאָרֶץ וּמִבֵּית הָאָרֶץ

הָאֲדָמָה
הַנֶּפֶשׁ

הַכªְַּעªֲִי

Îְמֵאַרְצ 
Îְּמִּמּוֹלַדְת 

 מִבֵּית

1. Relating an event in the unit studied to everyday life and
applying the value to my own life U1 

2. Deriving meaning from significant recurring words, Milah
Manchah (חָהªְַמִלָּה מ):  U2 אֶרֶץ 

3. Deriving meaning from word order and phrasing (סֵדֶר מִלִּים) 

 )Îְמֵאַרְצ ,Îְּמִבֵּית, מִמּוֹלַדְת Îאָבִי( U2 
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6. Use of noun suffixes to help comprehend text S5

Î 
Îְאַרְצ 

Îְּמּוֹלַדְת 
Îאָבִי
Îֲזַרְע 

Unit 2 1. Finding the place in a ׁחוּמָש S1
2. Reading most פְּסוּקִים in this unit accurately S3
3. Comprehending the plain meaning of תּוֹרָה text with support
S4 
4. Identifying ׁישב :שֹׁרֶש S5 

5. Use of noun prefixes to help comprehend text S5
 ו

 וְאִשְׁתּוֹ
 וְלוֹט
 וּבָקָר

 וְאֹהָלִים

1. Relating an event in the unit studied to everyday life and
applying the value to my own life U1 

2. Deriving meaning from seemingly extra words  לָשׁוֹן יְתֵּרָה
)בָּאָרֶץ ישֵׁב אָז וְהַפְּרִזִּי וְהַכªְַּעªֲִי(  U2 

3. Comparisons: similar events הַשְׁוָואָה  (the travels of אַבְרָם
and his entourage from חָרָן to  with their travels from  כªְָּעַן
 New U3 (כªְָּעַן to מִצְרַיִם

Unit 3 1. Finding the place in a ׁחוּמָש S1
2. Reading most פְּסוּקִים in this unit accurately S3
3. Comprehending the plain meaning of תּוֹרָה text with support
S4 
4. Identifying ראה ,מהר ,רוצ :שָׁרָשִׁים S5 
:prefix ב .5 מַמְרֵא  בְּאªֵÏֵי ; prefixes ה and מ and suffix Î revised S5 

1. Relating an event in the unit studied to everyday life and
applying the value to my own life U1 

2. Comparisons: of promise and fulfilment within same  הַשְׁוָואָה
text New U3 

3. Explaining why a ׁפֵּירוּש comments on specific words: רש''י
explains the repetition of the word  וַיַּרְא as emphasising 
 New U4 הַכªְָסַת אוֹרְחִים s desire to do’אַבְרָהָם
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Unit 4 1. Comprehending the plain meaning of תּוֹרָה text with little
support New S4 
2. Identifying word families/ילד ,צחק ,עשה :שָׁרָשִׁים, and בֵּן S5 

3. Use of verb prefixes to help comprehend text S5

 New ות New וי
 וַיַּעַשׂ

 וַיִּקְרָא
 וַיָּמָל
 וַיִּגְדַּל
 וַיּאֹמֶר

 וַתִּצְחַק
 וַתַּהַר
 וַתֵּלֶד

 וַתּאֹמֶר
 וַתֵּרֶא

4. Use of noun prefixes and suffixes to help comprehend text S5
Prefix: 

 ל
 לְשָׂרָה

 לְאַבְרָהָם

Suffixes: 
ִ י ָ הּ  וֹ

 בªְִּי
 לִי

 בªְָּהּ
 בְּקֹלָהּ

 בªְּוֹ
 לוֹ

1. Relating an event in the unit studied to everyday life and
applying the value to my own life U1 

2. Deriving meaning from the use of words with multiple
meanings (צחק) New U2 

Unit 5 1. Comprehension of plain meaning of תּוֹרָה text with little
support S4 

1. Relating an event in the unit studied to everyday life and
applying the value to my own life U1 

By the end of Unit 4 most pupils should know all the noun 
prefixes ל/ה/ב/מ/ו ; all possessive suffixes Î/ּוֹ/ִ◌י/ָ◌ה; and 
the third person verb prefixes וי and ות. 
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2. Identify שתה, לקח, קומ :שָׁרָשִׁים and word families גָמָל, עֶבֶד,  
 S5 בֵּן

3. Use of verb prefixes to help comprehend text S5
 ות וי

 וַיִּקַּח
 וַיָּקָם
Íֶוַיֵּל 
 וַיַּרְא
 וַיַּעַשׂ

 וַיִּקְרָא

 וַתּאֹמֶר
 וַתֵּרֶא

 וַתְּמַלֵּא
 וַתְּמַהֵר
 וַתָּרָץ

4. Use of noun singular prefixes and suffixes S5
Prefix: 

 ל
Îְּלְעַבְד 
 לְיִצְחָק

 Suffixes: 
ָ הּ ִ י

 כַּדָּהּ
 יָדָהּ

 אֲדªִֹי
 אֲחִי

5. Use of noun plural suffix Îי ֶ  Îלִגְמַלֶּי New S5
6. Prepositions עוֹד, עַד, גַּם  S5 

2. Comparing two texts: אַבְרָהָם’s behaviour towards his guests
in  U3 רִבְקָה of חֶסֶד and the  ח''י בְּרֵאשִׁית

Unit 6 1. Comprehending the plain meaning of תּוֹרָה text with little
support S4 

2. Identifying יצא ,אהב ,ידע :שָׁרָשִׁים, and word families 
 S5 אִשָּׁה, אֲחוֹת

1. Relating an event in the unit studied to everyday life and
applying the value to my own life, e.g. the power of תְּפִלָּה U1 

2. Identify seemingly extra words, e.g. the  לָשׁוֹן יְתֵרָה
יִצְחָק אֶת הוֹלִיד אַבְרָהָם  U2 
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3. Use of verb prefixes to help comprehend text S5
 ות וי

 וַיְהִי
 וַיּאֹמֶר
 וַיֶּאֱהַב
 וַיִּקְרָא

 וַתּאֹמֶר
 וַתַּהַר
 וַתַּהַר

4. Use of noun singular prefixes and suffixes S5
Prefixes: 

 ב ו
 בְּקִרְבָּהּ וְאֵלֶּה

 בְּפִיו
Suffixes: 

ָ הּ וֹ
 לוֹ 

 אִשְׁתּוֹ
 יָדוֹ

 לָהּ

5. Use of verb male plural suffix New S5
 וַיִּ...וּ

 וַיִּמְלְאוּ
 וַיִּקְרְאוּ
 וַיִּגְדְּלוּ

6. Use of present verb form אֹהֶבֶת New S5

3. Comparing two texts in where there are similar  בְּרֵאשִׁית
actions – תְּפִלָּה of the  U3 יִצְחָק and that of  עֶבֶד

Unit 7 1. Comprehending the plain meaning of a simple תּוֹרָה text
independently New S4 
2. Identifying אכל, מות, מכר, בוא :שָׁרָשִׁים and word families 
 S5 אֱדוֹם, בְּכֹרָה
3. Use of verb prefixes to help comprehend text S5

1. Relating an event in the unit studied to everyday life and
applying the value to my own life, e.g. the responsibilities of 
leadership U1 
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 וי
 וַיּאֹכַל
 וַיָּקָם
Íַוַיֵּל 

 וַיּאֹמֶר
 וַיָּבאֹ

4. Use of noun singular prefixes and suffixes S5
Prefixes: Suffix: 

 וֹ ה ל
 שְׁמוֹ הַבְּכֹרָה לִי

5. Use of present verb form Íֵהוֹל S5

2. Reflecting on the different characteristics of the twins and
what we can learn from them U1 

3. Understanding the intrinsic value of the בְּכֹרָה as representing
the responsibilities of the firstborn to uphold the traditions of 
his ancestors U1 

4. Identifying words and phrases that express subtle messages,
e.g. כַיּוֹם New U2

5. Identifying significance of words, e.g. the phrase
 U2 אֱדוֹם being called עֵשָׂו relates to  הַזֶּה הָאָדֹם הָאָדֹם

6. Comparing and contrasting two פֵּרוּשִׁים of a text: י''רש  and 
ם''רשב  on ב''ל פָּסוּק  New U4 

Unit 8 1. Comprehending the plain meaning of a simple תּוֹרָה text
independently S4 
2. Identifying בוא :שָׁרָשִׁים ,ªתª ,גשª ,בכה S5 
3. Use of verb prefixes to help comprehend text S5

 ות וי

 וַיּאֹכַל
וַיָּבֵא 

 וַיָּקָם
 וַיֵּבְךְּ 
 וְיִתֶּן
 וַיִּגַּשׁ

 וַתּאֹמֶר
 וַתִּקַּח

4. Use of noun singular prefixes and suffixes S5
Prefixes: 

 ה ל
 הַבְּכֹרָה לִי

1. Reflecting on the events in this unit and the feelings of the
characters, e.g. the relationship between יַעֲקֹב and עֵשָׂו with their 
parents and understanding יַעֲקֹב’s dilemma U1 

2. Identifying repeated words and phrases; how the תּוֹרָה uses
literary techniques (e.g. anagrams ( בְּכֹרָה/בְּרָכָה ) and plays on 
words ( עְקְבªִֵיוַיַּ  יַעֲקֹב ) to express עֵשָׂו’s feelings U2 

3. Comparing and contrasting, with support:

 the difference between יִצְחָק’s words and רִבְקָה’s
repetition of these words to יַעֲקֹב  

 the differences in content between יִצְחָק’s three בְּרָכוֹת: 
the first given to יַעֲקֹב when יִצְחָק presumes he is עֵשָׂו; the 
second given to עֵשָׂו in response to עֵשָׂו’s bitter cry; and 
the third given to יַעֲקֹב U3 
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Suffix: 
 וֹ

 בªְּוֹ

4. Understanding the ׁפֵּירוּש of the ֹוªְסְפֹר explaining the
significance of יִצְחָק’s בְּרָכוֹת and analysing how he explains the 
text New U4 

Unit 9 1. Comprehending the plain meaning of a simple תּוֹרָה text
independently S4 
2. Identifying word families/שכב, חלמ, ירד, עלה :שָׁרָשִׁים S5 
3. Use of verb prefixes to help comprehend text S5

 וי
 וַיָּלֶן

 וַיִּשְׁכַּב
 וַיֵּצֵא
Íֶוַיֵּל 

 וַיַּשְׁכֵּם

4. Use of noun singular prefixes and suffixes S5
 Prefixes: 

 מ ה ו

 וְהִנֵּה
 וְראֹשׁוֹ

 הַשֶּׁמֶשׁ
 הַמָּקוֹם

אַבªְֵי  מֵֽ
אֲשֹׁתָיו  מְרַֽ

Suffix: 
Î 

Îאָבִי 
Îֶזַרְע 

5. Past tense first person –  יָדַעְתִּי, דִּבַּרְתִּי, עָשִׂיתִי New S5 

6. Use of noun possessive plural suffix – יªְֵמֵאַב New S5 

7. Reading vowelled פֵּרוּשִׁים accurately (רש''י) New S6 

1. Reflecting on the events in this unit and the feelings of the
characters, e.g. יַעֲקֹב’s feelings after his vision of the ladder U1 

2. Identifying with support that extra meaning can be derived
from: 

 seemingly superfluous words in the text (לָשׁוֹן יְתֵּרָה) 
 words that are repeated in the text (חָהªְַמִלָּה מ)

 unusual order in the text (שִׁנּוּי בְּסֵדֶר מִלּיִם) 
 ambiguous words (ת מִלִּים לאֹ בְּרוּרֹתªַָהַב)

 apparent grammatical inconsistency (דִּקְדּוּק לאֹ עִקְבִי) U2 

3. Identifying with support textual comparisons between יַעֲקֹב
leaving home ( 'ב: ח''כ ) and אַבְרָם leaving his home ( 'ה: ב''י ) U3 
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Unit 10 1. Comprehending the plain meaning of a simple תּוֹרָה text
independently S4 

2. Identifying word families/שָׁרָשִׁים:  S5 קªא שªא, ספר,, יספ 

3. Use of singular and plural verb prefixes/suffixes to help
comprehend text S5 

Prefix: 
 וי

 וַיִּשªְְׂאוּ
 וַיּוֹסִפוּ
 וַיְסַפֵּר
 וַיַּחÏֲם
 וַיֵּשֶׁב

4. Use of noun suffixes S5

 singular וֹ plural ָ יו
 בªָָּיו
 אֶחָיו

 בªְּוֹ

5. Use of future tense ÍÏְתִּמְשֹׁל, תִּמ  New S5
6. Reading vowelled פֵּרוּשִׁים accurately (רש''י) S6
7. Comprehending the plain meaning of a simple ׁ(רש''י) מְפָרֵש 
with support New S7 

1. Reflecting on the events in this unit and the feelings of the
characters, e.g. יוֹסֵף’s feelings and his relationship with his 
brothers U1 

2. Comparing and contrasting the differences and similarities
between the language and contents of יוֹסֵף’s two dreams 
and the differing reactions of the brothers and יַעֲקֹב to these 
dreams U3 

3. Understanding the meaning of a ׁמְפָרֵש and how his
explanation helps us to gain a deeper understanding of the 
text, e.g. the background to the relationship between יוֹסֵף 
and his brothers New U4 

By the end of Unit 9 pupils should have a Hebrew 
vocabulary of about 150 keywords that should enable 
them to reach the goal of independent comprehension 
more easily.  
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Unit 11 1. Comprehending the plain meaning of a more difficult תּוֹרָה
text independently S4 

2. Identifying word families/שָׁרָשִׁים:  S5  מצא בקש הרג שלכ

3. Use of plural verb constructs to help comprehend text New
S5 

הוּ.....וי  
 וַיִּשְׁלָחֵהוּ
 וַיִּמְצָאֵהוּ
 וַיִּשְׁאָלֵהוּ

4. Use of noun suffixes S5
ָ יו Îי ִ

 אֶחָיו
 אָבִיו

 חÏֲמֹתָיו

Îאָחִי 

5. Use of future tense לְכָהªֵ ,רְאֶהªִ  S5 

6. Reading vowelled פֵּרוּשִׁים accurately ( י''רש ) S6

7. Comprehending the plain meaning of a number of
commentaries of י''רש  with support New S7 

1. Reflecting on the events in this unit and the feelings of the
characters, e.g. יוֹסֵף’s and the brothers’ feelings when he is 
about to be sold U1 

2. Understanding with support how the repetition of certain
words and phrases, e.g. repetition of the word  provides clues  אח
about likely feelings U2 

3. Understanding with support how certain words and phrases,
such as the use of various reference terms (כִּיּנּויִים) for יוֹסֵף, 
provide clues about likely feelings U2 

4. Understanding the meaning of a number of commentaries of
י''רש  and how his explanation helps us to gain a deeper 

understanding of the text, e.g. the relationship between יוֹסֵף 
and his brothers New U4 

Unit 12 1. Comprehending the plain meaning of a more difficult תּוֹרָה
text independently S4 

2. Identifying שָׁרָשִׁים:  ª  S5כר, זכר, ªשק

3. Identify when a ו'  is a ו 'Íהַהִפּו  and when it is a הַחִיבּוּר' ו  
New S5 

1. Reflecting on the events in this unit and the feelings of the
characters, e.g. יוֹסֵף’s and the brothers’ feelings when יוֹסֵף 
reveals himself U1 

2. Identifying independently how the repetition of certain words
or groups of words, e.g שלח and  .and ambiguous words e.g , מכר
 ,ªִ can provide clues about the likely feelingsבְהֲלוּ, וְאַחֲרֵי כֵן
intentions and leading ideas of the unit U2 
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4. Use of noun suffixes S5
ִ י Î 

 אָבִי
 בªְִּי
 אָחִי

Îְבֵּית 

5. Reading vowelled פֵּרוּשִׁים accurately ( י''רש ) S6

6. Comprehending the plain meaning of a number of
commentaries of י''רש  with support S7 

3. Comparing and contrasting language in parallel texts U3

4. Understanding how the brothers felt ashamed of their past
actions, and were only able to speak once יוֹסֵף cried and 
showed his feelings 

Unit 13 1. Comprehending the plain meaning of a תּוֹרָה and הªְָׁמִש text 
New S4 

2. Identifying word families: ׁשַׁבָּתוֹן, זִכְרוֹן, תְּרוּעָה, קוֹדֶש S5 

3. Use of future tense plural form ּוּ, תָּחֹגּוּ, תַּעֲשׂוªְּתֵּשְׁבוּ, תִּת  New 
S5 

4. Use of noun prefixes S5
 ה

 הַיּוֹם
 הַכִּפֻּרִים

 הַנֶּפֶשׁ
 הַשְּׁבִעִי
 הַסֻּכּוֹת

5. Reading vowelled פֵּרוּשִׁים accurately ( י''רש ) S6

6. Comprehending the plain meaning of a number of
commentaries ( י''רש ) with support S7 

1. Reflecting on the values that can be learned from the מִצְוֹת in
this unit, e.g. the meaning of the שׁוֹפָר, forgiveness for כִּיפּוּר יוֹם  
and שִׂמְחָה connected to סוּכּוֹת U1 

2. Understanding how certain words provide clues about the
meaning of the text, e.g. Íַא U2 

3. Comparing תּוֹרָה and הªְָׁמִש texts and seeing how the הªְָׁמִש 
elaborates on the details of the מִצְוָה first mentioned in the 
 texts New U3 תּוֹרָה

4. Explaining why a ׁפֵּירוּש ( י''רש ) explains the text as it does U4 

Unit 14 1. Comprehending the plain meaning of a more difficult תּוֹרָה
text independently S4 

1. Reflecting on the events in this unit and the feelings of the
characters, e.g. מֹשֶׁה’s feelings when he hits the מִצְרִי U1 
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2. Identifying word families/כה שָׁרָשִׁיםª ,הªברח ,שֹׁפֵט, פ  S5 

3. Reading vowelled פֵּרוּשִׁים of a number of different מְפָרְשִׁים
accurately ( י''רש  and ן''רמב ) New S6 

4. Comprehending the plain meaning of a number of different
 with support New S7 (ªצי''ב ,רמב''ן ,רש''י) מְפָרְשִׁים

2. Comparing and contrasting the three cases in which מֹשֶׁה
intervenes to save others U3 

3. Explaining how different מְפָרְשִׁים derive their comments
from the פְּסוּקִים, e.g. י''רש  on ב':ב'  explains the reason for the 
missing information in the text; דבר העמק  ( ב''ªצי ) learns from 
the guiding word that repeats itself in the text New U4 

By the end of Unit 14, most pupils should know over 
220 key Hebrew words that constitute over 80% of 
the most common keywords that appear in תּוֹרָה. 

 They should also know the meaning of: 
 all the noun prefixes ו, מ, ב, ה, ל 
 all possessive suffixes ◌/ֹוÎ/ּי/ָ◌ה ִ

 singular and plural noun forms
 the third person singular verb prefixes ּוַי...ו

and ּוַת...ו

 the third person plural verb prefixes and
suffixes ּוי...ו and ּותּ... ו, e.g.  וַתּאֹמְרוּ and וַיּאֹמְרוּ 

 present verb forms like אוֹהֵב,  אֹהֶבֶת  
 past verb forms like וּ, שָׁמַעְתִּיªְשָׁמַע  
 future verb forms like Íֵתֵּל and Íֵלªֵ

 a ו 'Íהַהִפּו  and a הַחִיבּוּר' ו  and their function 
 imperative forms such as ּעֲלוּ ,מַהֲרו  




